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®I)c  Alumnae  JRccorb  2009 

A publication  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  Nurses’  Alumnae  Association,  Inc. 


Editor:  Susan  Fisher  (1966) 

General  Information 

Requests  for  membership,  alumnae  dues,  change  of  address,  notification  of  deaths,  questions: 
MGH  Alumnae  Secretary 
MGH  NAA 
P.O.  Box  6234 
Boston,  MA  021 14 
(617)  726-3144 

email:  mqhnursea!umnae@partners.orq 

Requests  for  Loans  & Scholarships,  contributions  to  Loan  & Scholarship  Funds: 

Contact  Fund  Chair,  c/o  The  Alumnae  Office  (checks  made  payable  to  specific  fund). 

Transcripts:  Mail  $5.00  fee  payable  to  MGH  IHP  to: 

Registrar,  Transcript  Requests 

MGH  Institute  of  Health  Professions 

36  First  Avenue 

Boston,  MA  02129-4557 

Phone:  (617)  726-3140  Fax:  (617)  726-8010 

Email:  reqistrar@mqhihp.edu 

Include  your  name  as  it  was  when  you  attended,  date  of  graduation,  social  security  number, 
and  complete  address  where  you  would  like  transcript  sent. 

Class  News  submissions  for  The  Record  typed  and  preferably  emailed  directly  to: 

Donna  Hovey 
15  Kimball  Lane 
Casco  ME  04015-3826 
Email:  DHovev@Maine.RR.com 

Deadline  for  submissions:  Materials  must  be  received  by  December  20’^. 


Subscription  to  The  Record  \s  included  in  membership  dues. 
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Letter  to  the  MGHNAA  Membership  and  MGH  School  of  Nursing  Graduates: 


A number  of  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  School  of  Nursing  (MGHSON)  graduates  recently  re- 
ceived a mailing  from  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  Institute  of  Health  Professions  (MGHIHP) 
more  specifically  from  Judith  Fong  Bressler,  MGHSON  Class  of  1968,  newly  appointed  member  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  at  the  MGHIHP.  The  mailing  is  a solicitation  for  a gift  (funds)  to  be  directed  to- 
ward the  MGHIHP  Nursing  Program.  Although  this  is  a commendable  effort,  the  implication  in  the 
mailing  as  identified  by  a number  of  our  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  Nurses’  Alumnae  Associa- 
tion (MGHNAA)  members  is  that  the  MGHNAA  has  collaborated  with  and  is  a part  of  this  initiative. 

Let  me  be  clear,  this  is  not  the  case.  As  directed  by  the  membership,  the  MGHNAA  has  not  and  will 
not  share  the  names  and  addresses  that  are  in  our  data  base  with  anyone.  It  is  our  steadfast  policy 
to  preserve  the  integrity  of  this  list  at  your  request  and  we  endeavor  to  do  so.  Any  MGHNAA  member 
who  has  received  such  a mailing,  be  assured,  your  address  was  from  another  source  and  you  are 
encouraged  to  call  the  MGHIHP  at  617-726-2947  and  ask  to  speak  with  the  External  Affairs  Office  if 
you  have  any  questions  or  wish  to  have  your  name  removed  from  the  MGHIHP  solicitation  list.  The 
MGHNAA  is  pleased  to  continue  its  support  of  the  MGHIHP  apart  from  this  occurrence. 

I would  also  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  inform  you  that  as  an  Association  we  are  dedicated  to  sup- 
porting nursing  education.  The  MGHNAA  generously  supports  MGHIHP  nursing  students  with  the 
Ruth  Sleeper  Scholarship  Award,  Adele  Corkum  Award,  and  Student  Paper  Award.  The  MGHNAA 
Board  is  currently  discussing  a new  award  for  a student  in  the  new  MGHIHP  RN  Accelerated  Pro- 
gram. Active  MGHNAA  members  attending  graduate  school  at  the  MGHIHP  are  eligible  for  additional 
support  through  the  MGHNAA  Scholarship  and  Loan  Funds.  Since  its  inception,  we  have  supported 
the  annual  MGHIHP  Scholarship  Gala,  with  a contribution  of  $5,000  to  be  used  for  scholarships  for 
MGHIHP  students  and  we  invite  MGHIHP  nursing  students  and  faculty  to  join  us  at  the  Gala.  At  the 
time  of  the  closing  of  the  MGHSON  (1873-1981),  the  MGH  Training  School  for  Nurses  Endowment 
Fund  (The  Fund)  established  by  the  MGHNAA  in  1914,  deeded  The  Deed  of  Gift  of  The  Fund  to  the 
MGH  in  1924  and  entrusted  the  MGH  with  $21,588.91  to  benefit  nursing  education  with  the  restriction 
that  in  the  event  there  were  no  longer  student  nurses  being  trained  at  the  MGH  the  income  generated 
from  The  Fund  would  go  to  the  MGHNAA.  The  MGHSON  closed  years  before  the  MGHIHP  nursing 
program  was  established.  However,  the  Board  of  the  MGHNAA  voted  to  consider  the  new  program, 
soon  to  be  opened,  as  a continuation  of  nursing  education  at  the  MGH.  The  Fund,  as  of  June  2008, 
was  valued  at  $3.6  million  and  the  annual  average  distribution  of  $133,436  is  directed  toward  nursing 
faculty  salaries  at  the  MGHIHP.  The  MGHNAA  has  been  especially  generous  preserving  historical 
artifacts  and  working  in  conjunction  with  nurse  historians  to  fund  those  activities  that  record  nursing 
history  and  the  MGHSON  history.  Rest  assured  that  as  an  Association,  on  your  behalf,  we  support 
nursing  education  and  pertinent  interests  at  the  MGHIHP.  You  can  feel  enormously  proud  of  your 
generosity. 

The  MGHNAA  respects  the  right  of  individual  graduates  to  designate  philanthropic  funds  to  whatever 
interest  and  priority  one  might  choose.  I would  be  remiss  if  I did  not  mention  our  own  Philanthropy 
Program  that  provides  the  necessary  funds  to  maintain  the  Association  and  ensure  our  support  of  the 
activities  that  serve  our  mission. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  would  like  additional  information,  please  feel  free  to  e-mail  me  at  the 
MGHNAA  office  or  call  the  MGHNAA  and  I will  be  pleased  to  speak  with  you  directly. 

Along  with  me,  your  Board  of  Directors  wishes  you  and  your  family  good  health  and  happiness  in  the 
New  Year. 

Barbara  Dunderdale,  RN,  President 
MGHNAA 
P O Box  6234 
Boston  MA  021 14 
Phone  617-726-3144 
Email:  mqhnursealumnae@partners.org 
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ifllesfsiage  from  tlje  Cliitor 


Greetings, 

I am  pleased  to  assume  editorship  for  our,  now  annual,  magazine.  As  someone  who  had 
been  utterly  dormant  vis  a vis  alumnae  activities  until  my  40'^  reunion  in  2006,  I am  particu- 
larly happy  to  have  found  a way  to  continue  my  connection  with  the  MGH  after  retirement, 
and  with  my  school  . With  several  new  members  on  the  Executive  Board  and  Standing 
Committees,  we  can  look  forward  to  renewed  enthusiasm  and  new  projects  for  our  Asso- 
ciation. 

This  is  the  1 35"^  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  our  school,  the  brainchild  of  a small  commit- 
tee of  concerned  citizens,  mostly  women,  meeting  at  the  residence  of  one  of  its  Beacon  Hill 
members.  They  were  seeking  a way  for  women  “without  means”  to  be  able  to  provide  for 
themselves.  MGH  royalty  watched  skeptically  from  the  bottom  of  the  Hill,  & finally  con- 
sented to  allow  the  Committee  to  try  its  experiment  for  one  year  on  two  of  its  most  unpleas- 
ant wards.  The  rest,  as  they  say,  is  history.  The  succeeding  years  have  greatly  enriched 
both  the  MGH  and  the  nursing  profession.  This  history  has  come  alive  for  me  working  in 
the  school  archives  at  the  IHP  (in  space  provided  by  the  MGH  NAA).  I would  encourage 
anyone  with  an  interest  to  participate.  To  volunteer,  contact  Hannah  Potter  for  details  at 
HPotter@MGHIHP.edu,  or  by  phone  at  781  862  4765.  I also  volunteer  with  the  MGH  Ar- 
chives Group  under  the  aegis  of  the  Ladies  Visiting  Committee,  which  is  involved  in  the 
cataloging  of  archival  materials  in  preparation  for  the  opening  of  the  MGH  Museum  at  the 
corner  of  Cambridge  and  North  Grove  streets,  scheduled  to  coincide  with  the  hospital’s 
200'^  anniversary  in  201 1 . 

A word  about  the  recent  reunion.  The  panel  presentation  by  IHP  students  to  the  alumnae 
gathered  was  a remarkable  demonstration  that  the  common  thread  that  binds  us  extends 
to  embrace  the  newest  generation  of  nurses  as  well.  The  discussion  provoked  enthusiastic 
questions  & comments  from  the  oldest  alumna  to  the  youngest,  and  the  warmth  of  the  ex- 
change was  palpable  in  the  room.  Speaking  as  a prodigal  daughter,  if  you  haven’t  been 
back,  you  should. 


Susan  Fisher  (’66) 


Have  you  checked  out  the  NAA  Web  Page  yet? 


It  has  all  of  the  information  you  need  and  want  as  well  as  photos  of  all  of  the  gift  items  that 
the  Alumnae  has  for  sale.  There  is  also  a link  to  our  email.  It  is  a great  resource  for  every- 
one. Check  it  out  at: 


MGHSONAIumnae.org 
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Minutes  of  the 


Annual  General  Business  Meeting 
September  27,  2008 

1 . The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10:00  am  by  Jeanne  Eskander,  President.  Jeanne 

welcomed  the  Alumnae  to  the  meeting.  She  remarked  on  the  ending  of  her  Presidency 
and  was  pleased  to  be  of  service  for  the  second  time  as  president.  She  thanked  Mary  Caira 
for  all  her  hard  work  to  make  Homecoming  such  a success.  Although  many  classes  are  having 
a reunion,  she  commented  that  the  class  of  1958  has  31  members  attending  their  50th 
reunion  and  the  class  of  1968  has  22  members  attending  their  40th. 

2.  All  reports  will  be  published  in  the  Winter  2009  edition  of  the  Record. 

3.  Jeanne  was  pleased  to  announce  that  the  Alumnae  continues  to  be  financially  stable. 

4 Institute  of  Health  Professions. 

Jeanne  stated  that  we  have  a great  relationship  with  IHP  and  continue  to  work  with  them 
on  the  Endowment  Fund.  We  attend  the  Generalist  Ceremony,  at  which  the  Sleeper  and 
Corkum  awards  are  given  to  students  entering  their  last  year.  We  attended  the  Commence- 
ment Ceremony  at  which  Mary  Caira  represented  the  Alumnae  and  led  the  procession  with  the 
flag.  We  attended  the  Scholarship  gala  in  June  at  which  IHP  raised  $600,000.00  in  scholarship 
funds. 

5.  Sundial  nursing  statue.  A plaque  will  be  forthcoming  to  identify  the  Alumnae  as  the 

donor  of  the  Sundial  Nursing  Statue. 

6.  Alumnae  office.  Jeanne  invited  those  who  hadn’t  seen  the  Alumnae  office  on  Founders 

302  to  come  back  to  MGH  to  see  it.  The  office  and  the  Knight  Center  on  Founders  3 
(old  Phillips  House)  will  be  open  for  touring  until  5:30pm.  The  Alumnae  Quilt  is  up 
and  hanging  in  a prominent  position  in  the  Knight  Center  for  Professional 
Development.  There  are  photos  of  the  back  of  the  quilt  as  it  can  not  be  viewed. 

7 Election  of  new  Officers 

The  ballot,  which  had  been  mailed  to  the  membership,  was  presented  by  Margery  Eramo, 
who  acted  as  proxy.  450  votes  were  cast.  All  except  for  5 voted  for  the  Bylaws  changes. 


President Barbara  Dunderdale  (1963) 

President  Elect Vareen  O’Keefe-Domaleski  (1971) 

Vice  President Ann  Collins  (1966) 

Secretary Marlene  Norton  (1961) 

Board  of  Directors — Jeanne  Eskander  (1969) 

Board  of  Directors — Mary  Caira  (1959) 

Nominating Mary  Larkin  (1976) 

A motion  was  made  to  accept  the  slate  of  officers  as  presented  and  voted  on. 
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8.  The  Bylaw  changes  were  accepted  and  are  in  effect. 

9.  A motion  was  made  to  destroy  the  ballots  and  was  approved  by  the  membership. 

1 0.  Photos  of  the  reunion  year  were  taken  in  the  meeting  room. 

1 1 . Jeanne  thanked  Ann  Collins  for  the  excellent  and  informative  Continuing  Education 

Program  yesterday  at  MGH. 

12.  The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  12:00pm.  IHP  hosted  the  cocktail  hour  with  an  open  bar  and 

tasty  appetizers.  An  excellent  luncheon  followed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Marlene  Norton,  Secretary 


Annual  Reports  of  the  Organization 


Treasurer’s  Report 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  December  31, 2007  the  MGH  Nurses  Alumnae  Association  received  a 
total  of  66,472.54  from  bequests,  dues  fund  drives,  donations,  bank  account  interest,  and  educa- 
tional and  Homecoming  events.  Of  this  amount  we  received  40,259.00  from  dues,  miscellaneous 
income  and  the  annual  fund  drive. 

Our  accounting  firm  continues  to  keep  our  accounts  in  order  and  all  office  and  fiscal  duties  continue 
to  be  assumed  by  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

This  being  my  first  year  as  treasurer  of  the  MGHNAA  I could  not  have  fulfilled  the  responsibilities  of 
my  position  without  the  help  from  Margery,  Linda,  and  especially  Marlene.  Thank  you  for  answering 
my  many  questions  and  guiding  me  through  my  first  year  as  treasurer. 

A copy  of  the  full  financial  report  is  on  file  in  the  Alumnae  office  and  is  available  for  review. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Susan  M.  Zahka 
Treasurer 

Bertella  Tompkins  Fund 

Financial  assistance  was  provided  for  medical  expenses  for  one  graduate.  We  encourage  gradu- 
ates to  apply  for  funding  for  medical  expenses  not  covered  by  insurance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  Caira,  Chairperson 

Annabella  McCrae  Loan  Fund 

There  was  one  recipient  of  a loan  from  the  fund.  Three  loans  are  being  paid  back.  We  continue  to 
offer  low  interest  educational  loans  (2%-4%)  for  tuition  to  those  pursuing  their  nursing  or  related 
education.  There  are  no  prepayment  penalties  and  interest  begins  to  accrue  in  the  second  year  of 
repayment.  Requirements  include  remaining  an  active  member  in  good  standing  for  the  duration 
of  the  loan.  Please  see  application  form  for  other  requirements.  Nurses  may  apply  for  loans  up  to 
a lifetime  amount  currently  of  $8,000.00.  Applications  may  be  found  in  the  Alumnae  Record  or 
obtained  from  the  Alumnae  Office.  We  request  that  applications  be  submitted  by  May,  but  will  wel- 
come them  at  other  times  of  the  year. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Marlene  Norton,  Chairperson 
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Sally  Johnson  and  Felicia  Fullerton  Scholarships 

The  Scholarship  Committee  is  pleased  to  announce  that  Felicia  Kulig  Fullerton  Scholarships 
were  awarded  to  the  following  nurses: 

Mary  McAuley  79  for  MSN 

Christopher  Robbins  '81  for  BSN 

Suzanne  Fusini  Collins  ’81  for  BSN 

We  wish  these  nurses  well  as  they  pursue  their  educational  interests.  The  Sally  Johnson  scholar- 
ship was  not  granted  this  year.  Nurses  may  apply  for  scholarships  up  to  a lifetime  amount  currently 
of  $8,000.00.  Applications  may  be  found  in  the  Alumnae  Record.  They  may  also  be  obtained 
from  the  Alumnae  Office  or  online  at  www.mqhsonalumnae.org. 

We  request  that  applications  be  submitted  by  May,  but  will  welcome  them  at  other  times  of  the 
year.  Requirements  are  listed  on  the  application  and  include  preference  given  if  applying  for  a 
nursing  degree,  but  pursuing  education  in  a related  field  is  permissible.  Recipients  must  be  active 
(dues  paid)  members.  The  scholarships  are  only  for  tuition  costs.  If  you  have  any  questions, 
please  contact  the  Alumnae  office. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Marlene  Norton,  Chairperson 
Lucy  Tannenbaum-Nisotel 
Carolyn  Wortman 

Homecoming  2008  Report 

Homecoming  returned  to  the  Radisson  Hotel  for  the  festivities  held  on  Saturday,  September  27, 
2008.  1 14  graduates  and  guests  attended.  The  business  meeting  convened  at  10  am.  Our  new 
president,  Barbara  Dunderdale  (’63),  was  welcomed  & outgoing  president  Jean  Eskander  (‘69)  was 
thanked  for  her  service.  Committee  reports  are  published  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

The  morning  program  was  an  outstanding  panel  presentation  by  four  students  from  the  new  four- 
teen-month BSN  program  at  the  MGH  IHP,  moderated  by  Pat  Duynstee,  Assistant  Professor  of  the 
Graduate  Program  in  Nursing.  The  presentation  was  striking,  both  for  the  diversity  of  experiences 
related  by  the  students,  and  for  the  responsive  chord  engendered  among  the  listeners. 

Cocktails  and  hors  d’oeurvres,  compliments  of  the  MGH  IHP,  preceded  an  excellent  luncheon.  Dur- 
ing the  course  of  the  luncheon,  Janis  Bellock,  President  of  the  IHP,  spoke  about  the  Institute’s  re- 
cent growth,  including  new  programs  and  physical  space,  and  future  plans  and  goals.  Christopher 
Hartley,  Director  of  the  Office  of  External  Relations  at  the  IHP,  was  recognized  for  all  that  he  has 
done  to  support  the  MGHNAA  over  the  past  several  years.  Hannah  Potter,  IHP  Archivist,  created  a 
display  of  pictures  and  yearbooks  of  the  anniversary  classes  for  2008. 

Among  the  attendees  were  two  members  of  the  class  of  1938,  celebrating  their  yo'*^  reunion.  Oth- 
ers celebrating  anniversary  years  included:  class  of  1948,  60*'^  reunion,  5 members;  class  of  1953, 
55*'^  reunion,  1 member;  class  of  1958,  50’^  reunion,  33  members;  class  of  1963,  45'^  reunion,  22 
members;  class  of  1968,  40*'^  reunion,  4 members;  class  of  1973,  35*^  reunion,  14  members,  class 
of  1978,  30‘^  reunion,  2 members. 

Plans  are  already  underway  for  the  2009  event. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  (Fleming)  Caira  (’59) 
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Communications  and  Publications  Committee 


This  year  two  editions  of  both  The  Record  and  Beyond  the  Cap  were  produced.  Marie  Botte, 
The  Record  Editor  since  2004,  resigned,  and  we  want  to  thank  her  again  for  all  of  the  volunteer 
hours  over  the  years  as  well  as  her  skill  at  giving  The  Record  a new  look.  After  only  one  edition 
with  a guest  editor,  we  are  happy  to  welcome  a new  volunteer  editor,  Susan  Fisher,  for  2009  and 
beyond. 


In  2008  we  began  to  use  the  issues  of  Beyond  the  Cap  to  decrease  the  number  of  costly  mail- 
ings that  the  association  was  doing.  Both  the  Fund  Drive  and  the  Dues  bill  were  included  in  the 
issues  along  with  Homecoming  information  and  application.  This  was  well  received  and  we  have 
had  good  success  with  this  method  of  cost  conservation.  A By-Law  change  was  made  and  so 
starting  in  2009  there  will  only  be  one  issue  of  The  Record  each  year.  This  edition  will  be  sent 
out  in  February  with  a deadline  for  materials  for  class  news  due  by  December  20‘^. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Linda  Lass  Orrell  Chair 


Historian 


Both  the  Archives  and  the  Oral  History  Projects  continue  to  develop.  Many  thanks  to  all  of  the 
dedicated  volunteers  who  have  given  many  hours  to  one  or  both  of  these  projects.  The  Oral  His- 
tory Project  lost  the  primary  IHP  Nursing  Faculty  person  when  Karen  Wolf  moved  to  California. 
She  will  be  missed  but  has  done  an  excellent  job  of  training  new  people  to  keep  the  project  mov- 
ing forward.  The  IHP  has  agreed  to  continue  to  support  Karen  as  a consultant  to  the  project  for 
the  next  year  or  more. 


The  NAA  continues  to  accept  pins  and  other  memorabilia  for  the  archive  collection.  Having  seen 
pins  for  sale  on  the  internet,  our  hope  is  to  make  sure  that  they  remain  with  the  collection  that  we 
have  rather  than  on  the  open  market. 


The  MGH  is  also  planning  a Museum  that  will  open  in  201 1 . The  NAA  is  actively  working  with 
this  group  to  make  sure  that  nursing  education  is  represented. 

Respectfully  submitted., 

Linda  Lass  Orrell 
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Seeking  Volunteers  for  the  Archives 

Do  you  have  an  interest  in  history?  Do  you  en- 
joy looking  back  on  what  were  probably  some  of 
your  most  challenging  experiences  as  a young 
nursing  student?  Are  you  willing  to  devote  a few 
hours  a month  poring  over  historical  photos  and 
documents? 


The  MGH  School  of  Nursing  Archives  needs 
your  assistance  with  the  preserving  and  catalog- 
ing of  this  important  resource.  Becoming  a vol- 
unteer in  the  archives  can  be  a fulfilling  way  to 
help  move  this  important  project  toward  its  goal 
of  making  the  archives  available  and  accessible 
to  both  alumnae  and  scholars  interested  in  re- 
searching nursing  education  and  the  nursing 
profession.  Currently,  a small  but  faithful  and 
committed  core  group  of  alumnae  volunteers 
come  in  to  the  MGH  Institute  of  Health  Profes- 
sions in  the  Charlestown  Navy  Yard  on  a regular 
basis  to  work  on  the  archives. 


Hannah  Potter,  the  archivist  who  is  overseeing 
the  preservation  and  cataloging  project,  will  train 
alumnae  on  archival  methods  and  is  available 
on  an  ongoing  basis  to  assist  with  questions  and 
concerns  as  the  work  progresses.  You  can  de- 
termine your  own  work  schedule  (several  of  the 
volunteers  come  in  on  weekends),  and  you  may 
want  to  encourage  another  alumna  to  join  you  to 
work  together. 

Alumnae  who  are  interested  in  finding  out  more 
about  the  opportunities  to  work  in  the  archives 
are  encouraged  to  contact  Hannah  Potter  by 
email  or  phone  at:  hpotter@mqhihp.edu  or 
(781)  862-4765. 


PRICE  LIST  GIFT  ITEMS  2009 


UMBRELLA 

$15.00 

TILE 

$15.00 

MUG  (glass) 

$10.00 

MUG  (Blue  Ceramic) 

$10.00 

NOTE  CARDS  & Envelopes: 

Nurse  silhouette  10  for  $10.00 
Sundial  (black  and  white)  6 for  $10.00 
(full  color)  $2.50  each  or  3 for  $5.00 


MGH  School  Pin  5X4  block  of  paper  (50 


sheets  total) 

$ 5.00 

TOTE  BAG  (Sundial) 

$20.00 

SUNCATCHER  (blue  or  amber) 

$15.00 

Scarf  0X20  cream  /gold  with  caps 

$30.00 

BOOKS 

Centennial  Review 

$10.00 

The  Next  Twenty-five  Years 

$15.00 

An  Alumnae  Tribute 

$15.00 

All  three  for  just  $30.00 


If  ordering  by  mail,  phone  or  email  allow  3 
weeks  for  delivery  and  please  include  $10 
to  cover  postage  and  handling.  If  you  are 
ordering  more  than  three  items  please 
check  with  the  office  for  the  postage  rates. 

All  items  are  available  at  Homecoming  and 
CE  events. 

To  view  these  items  visit  the  web  page: 
MGHSONAIumnae.org 


**MGH  Pins  and  Caps  Found  on  Ebay** 

It  has  come  to  the  attention  of  the  Board  that  pins  have  been  for  sale  on  Ebay  and  other  online 
auction  sites.  The  Archive  is  more  than  willing  to  accept  any  pins  or  caps  and  will  be  happy  to 
include  all  in  the  archive  that  we  have.  To  donate  please  send  the  items  to  the  Alumnae  Office. 
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MGH  Nurses’  Alumnae  Association 
Student  Paper  Award 

The  MGHNAA  is  accepting  submissions  from  the  students  of  the  MGHIHP  Graduate  Program  in 
Nursing  for  the  Student  Paper  Award.  The  awards  will  be  made  annually  in  January.  The  deadline 
for  submission  is  December  20  each  year.  The  purpose  of  this  award  is  to  provide  a mechanism  by 
which  to  recognize  outstanding  students  for  creative  and  innovative  writing  skills  in  defining  what 
nursing  is  to  them  or  a topic  of  current  interest  in  nursing.  The  winning  paper  will  be  recognized 
with  a $750  cash  award  and  the  paper  will  be  published  in  The  Alumnae  Record. 

Eligibility  and  Requirements: 

This  award  is  open  to  all  students  of  the  MGHIHP  Graduate  Program  in  Nursing  at  the  time  of  sub- 
mission deadline. 

The  paper  must  be  submitted  in  electronic  form  for  publication  (word  or  rich  text  format)  to  Lindaor- 
rell@aol.com  and  to  mqhnursealumnae@partners.org  by  October  10  for  the  fall  award  and  by 
May  10  for  the  spring  award.  The  paper  should  not  exceed  10  pages  including  references,  tables, 
and  figures.  Include  your  name,  email  address,  mailing  address,  and  phone  number  with  the  sub- 
mission. 

Review  Criteria: 

The  Communications  and  Publications  Committee  of  the  MGHNAA  will  review  papers  and  deci- 
sions will  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  committee.  The  decisions  will  focus  on  the  ideas  presented, 
writing  style,  and  the  general  interest  of  the  topic  to  the  members  of  the  Alumnae  Association. 

Notification: 

All  submissions  will  be  notified  by  email  when  the  submission  is  received  and  the  winning  award 
recipient  will  be  notified  by  email  and  in  written  form  within  four  weeks  after  the  submission  dead- 
line. 


Display  from  the  Archives  project  for  the  reunion  years  at  Homecoming 
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Letter  From  Karen  Wolf 


Editor’s  note:  When  the  Board  learned  in  summer  2008  of  Karen’s  pending  departure,  it  de- 
cided to  recognize  her  many  contributions  to  the  alumnae  with  an  honorary  membership  in  the 
Association.  The  letter  below  was  received  from  Karen  before  she  left. 


Dear  MGH  School  of  Nursing  Alumnae, 

I am  honored  to  join  you  as  a member  of  the  MGH  Nurses  Alumnae.  You  cannot  imagine  the 
surprise  and  heartfelt  gratitude  the  “honorary”  membership  brought.  This  honor  is  bittersweet 
as  I am  about  to  move  so  far  away  from  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  the  Institute 
of  Health  Professions.  It  has  been  a difficult  decision  forged  by  family  and  professional  con- 
siderations. My  eighteen  years  of  teaching  have  flown  by.  I have  seen  tremendous  growth  of 
Nursing  Education  at  the  Institute  if  Health  Professions  in  my  role  as  faculty  member,  and  more 
recently  as  Associate  Program  Director.  This  was  accompanied  by  an  energetic  pride  in  our 
profession.  It  has  been  a wonderful  eighteen  years,  made  richer  by  challenging  and  talented 
students,  faculty  colleagues,  and  MGH  nursing  friends. 

It  is  a true  privilege  to  have  shared  in  the  history  of  the  school.  I was  touched  by  the  opportu- 
nity to  come  to  know  many  of  you  personally  or  through  correspondence.  I was  challenged  to 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  Helen  Sherwin  as  I came  to  understand  and  explore  the  MGH  Nurses 
Alumnae  Archival  records.  Most  important  was  our  collaborative  effort  to  build  a bridge  of 
respect  and  awe  between  the  nursing  students  of  today  and  those  MGH  nurses  who  came  be- 
fore them.  From  The  Next  Twenty-five  Years,  to  the  ongoing  oral  history  project,  the  lives 
and  experiences  of  MGH  nurses  along  with  the  rich  traditions  continue  to  build  a new  appre- 
ciation of  the  long  tradition  of  clinical  expertise  and  pride  in  MGH  nursing.  I have  come  to  un- 
derstand, respect  and  stand  in  awe  of  MGH  nursing  leaders  and  graduates.  The  tradition  of 
clinical  excellence  was  clearly  forged  by  the  hard  work  and  revelries  of  MGHSON  students. 

As  you  may  know,  I too  have  experienced  the  closing  of  my  own  diploma  school  of  nursing  at 
Johns  Hopkins.  As  a graduate  of  the  last  class,  I was  torn  by  the  changing  expectation,  but 
pushed  by  faculty  not  unlike  Ruth  Sleeper  to  continue  my  education.  Through  my  Hopkins  ex- 
perience, I came  to  appreciate  not  only  the  rigor  of  the  education,  but  the  extraordinary  faculty 
and  graduates  who  built  the  foundation  for  our  Nursing  Profession.  Like  Ruth  Sleeper,  my  re- 
gret is  that  the  Institute  and  the  nursing  program  have  not  become  the  College  of  Nursing  at 
Harvard,  unlike  my  alma  mater,  Johns  Hopkins. 

The  history  of  Nursing  Education  at  the  Massachusetts  General  continues.  Who  knows  what 
the  future  holds,  but  it  has  a strong  foundation!  I hope  that  my  efforts  will  help  ongoing  genera- 
tions to  appreciate  its  richness.  As  a new  alumna,  my  work  is  just  beginning.  I look  forward  to 
continuing  to  work  with  the  alumnae  on  the  oral  history  project  as  a consultant  and  west  coast 
interviewer. 


Sincerely, 

Karen  Wolf,  APRN-BC,  PhD,  FNAP 
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I^istorp 

In  keeping  with  our  history  theme  this  year,  here  are  some  snippets  from  the  first  few  issues  of 
The  Quarterly  Record,  as  it  was  then  called.  Our  Association  began  in  1 895,  and  our  periodical 
published  its  first  issue  in  May,  1911.  Miss  A.  O.  Tippet  was  the  Editor-In-Chief,  Sara  Parsons  was 
the  “Training  School  Editor.”  Each  issue  contained  articles  of  interest,  news  of  the  Association  & 
other  pertinent  organizations,  and  news  of  graduates.  The  bound  set  is  available  to  read  in  the 
Alumnae  Office  on  Founders  3 (formerly  Phillips  House). 

From  May,  1911  (Vol.  I #1): 

“Greetings  to  each  alumna!  When  we  realize  that  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven  graduates 
have  left  the  ‘dear  old  M.G.H.’  since  the  school  was  organized  in  1873;  that  some  have  penetrated 
the  interior  of  South  Africa;  others  have  gone  to  Alaska,  Turkey,  England,  Scotland,  Greece,  Texas 
and  California,  is  it  strange  that  at  last  the  need  is  felt  for  a means  of  intercourse,  for  something  that 
will  bring  us  nearer  in  spirit  at  least?  It  is  in  response  to  the  expression  of  some  hundreds  of  our 
graduates  that  a magazine  would  be  interesting  to  them,  that  this  little  quarterly  is  finally  published.” 

Class  News 

“Miss  Mary  Cole  (1893)  has  gone  to  Santa  Barbara  to  organize  the  District  Nursing  and  Dispen- 
sary work.” 

“Miss  Alice  R.  Ruggles  (1902)  has  recently  taken  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  Evanston 
Hospital,  Evanston,  Illinois.  Miss  Edith  I.  Cox  (1909),  recently  assistant  superintendent  at  the  New 
England  Baptist  Hospital,  has  succeeded  Miss  Ruggles  at  the  Faulkner  Hospital.” 

“Mrs.  Colburn  Livingston  (Miss  Parker,  class  of  1891),  writes  that  there  is  a good  field  for  private 
nurses  in  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont.  The  regular  charge  is  $21 .00  per  week,  but  expenses  are  less 
than  in  Boston  and  New  York;  and  the  nurses  are  much  appreciated  by  the  doctors  and  patients. 
She  wishes  one  or  two  nurses  would  settle  there,  and  offers  her  services  in  helping  them  find 
rooms  and  work.” 


From  June,  1911  (Vol.  I#2): 

Description  by  Linda  Richards  of  conditions  at  MGH  when  she  arrived  to  take  charge  of  the 
school  Quoted  from  her  book.  Reminiscences  of  America’s  First  Trained  Nurse) 

“The  school  had  come  into  existence  under  strong  opposition.  The  medical  staff  objected  to  a 
change  in  the  method  of  nursing,  which  they  declared  could  not  be  improved  upon,  and  they  said 
very  emphatically  that  they  wished  for  no  better.  At  the  close  of  the  first  year  the  medical  staff,  with 
the  exception  of  three  members,  voted  to  ask  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  remove  the  school  from  the 
hospital.  The  Board  of  Lady  Managers,  on  the  other  hand,  begged  of  the  Trustees  to  give  it  an- 
other trial.  The  Board,  after  due  deliberation,  replied,  saying  that  if  a graduate  nurse  could  be  found 
to  take  charge  of  the  school,  one  more  year  of  grace  would  be  given.”  (That  nurse  was  Linda 
Richards  - ed  ). 

She  goes  on  to  describe  a nurse’s  routine  on  the  surgical  ward  (where  there  was  no  charge  nurse) 
at  the  time  she  arrived  in  1874:  “On  Monday  she  washed  all  the  unsoiled  poultice  cloths  and  ban- 
dages of  the  ward.  This  she  did  in  the  ward  bath  room,  and  she  worked  steadily  from  7 a m.  till  2 or 
3 p.m.,  when  her  task  was  completed  and  she  went  off  duty  for  the  day.  Tuesday  she  cleaned 
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the  bath  room,  corridor  belonging  to  the  ward,  the  serving  room,  and  washed  the  ward  dishes. 
Wednesday  she  served  the  meals,  assisted  in  sweeping  and  dusting  the  wards  and  helped  with 
any  extra  ward  choring.  Thursday  she  made  beds  in  the  ward,  waited  on  patients,  helped  sweep, 
dust  and  mop  the  ward.  Friday  she  was  the  nurse  in  charge  of  the  ward,  making  the  visits  with  the 
doctors,  and  giving  the  medicine,  receiving  all  orders,  and  giving  orders  for  meals,  etc.  Saturday 
she  washed  in  the  morning,  then  went  off  duty  for  sleep  and  rest,  and  was  night  nurse  in  the  ward 
at  night.  Sunday  was  her  day.  She  could  use  it  as  she  liked.  Monday  she  commenced  as  she 
had  the  week  before  and  her  work  was  the  same.  Each  nurse  had  the  same  round  of  duty,  only  of 
course  on  different  days.  “ 

Class  News 

“Miss  Carrie  Hall,  class  of  1904,  has  resigned  her  position  at  the  Margaret  Pillsbury  Hospital, 
Concord,  NH,  and  is  attending,  after  a summer’s  rest,  to  take  a course  at  Teacher’s  College,  New 
York.”  (ed.  note:  Hall  later  founded  of  the  Peter  Bent  Brigham  School  of  Nursing). 

“Miss  Lizzie  J.  Wood  (class  of  1888),  who  is  a missionary  in  Alaska  at  Fort  Yukon,  is  at  present 
in  Boston.” 

“The  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  have  purchased  the  lot  adjoining  Number 
92  Charles  St.  This  house  will  also  be  used  as  a dormitory  for  the  nurses.  The  outside  dormito- 
ries seem  to  be  very  popular.” 

“Miss  Mary  Sewell  (class  of  1892)  has  been  heard  from.  She  is  now  settled  in  Forest  Glen, 
Maryland,  where,  with  the  cooperation  of  her  two  sisters,  she  is  raising  chickens  and  reveling  in 
the  freedom  of  farm  life.” 


From  September,  1911  (Vol.  I #3): 

From,  “Reminiscences  of  the  Early  Days  of  the  Training  School,”  by  Elizabeth  Robinson  Scovil, 
class  of  1880. 

“The  Training  School  for  Nurses  had  only  been  in  existence  five  years  when  I entered  it  as  a pu- 
pil nurse...!  began  my  training  in  Ward  29.  The  head  nurse  was  one  who  had  been  in  the  hospital 
for  several  years,  seven  I think.  Her  ward  had  only  been  in  the  Training  School  for  six  months 
and,  accustomed  to  the  service  of  assistants,  some  of  whom  had  been  with  her  for  years,  she 
naturally  looked  with  disfavor,  if  not  absolute  disgust,  upon  totally  ignorant  pupils  who  had  to  be 
instructed  at  every  turn.  At  this  distance  of  time,  I cannot  remember  her  ever  teaching  me  any- 
thing...although  I washed  the  skin  off  my  hands,  I never  could  bring  the  dish  towels  to  the  exact 
shade  of  whiteness  the  head  nurse  considered  desirable.  The  patients  helped  washing  the 
dishes. ..Every  Monday  we  scrubbed  the  wooden  stands  at  the  bedside  table  and  washed  the  long 
white  shutters  inside  the  windows  (see  photo  next  page  - ed.)...The  head  nurse  slept  in  the  little 
sitting  rooms  between  the  wards  on  folding  cots  with  cane  bottoms... The  remainder  of  the  nurses 
were  in  the  attic  of  the  main  hospital,  three  in  a room.  . .The  beds  in  the  wards  were  covered  in 
spreads  of  white  dimity.  These  were  arranged  at  the  foot  in  mysterious  folds,  which  were  most 
difficult  to  drape  in  the  symmetrical  lines  that  alone  would  satisfy  the  critical  eye  of  the  head 
nurse. ..There  were  two  mattresses  on  each  bed,  an  under  husk  one  and  a hair  one  on  top. ..Each 
bedside  stand  had  a drawer,  and  it  was  a constant  struggle  to  keep  these  free  from  the  most 
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undesirable  accumulations... There  was  a tiny  porter’s  lodge  at  the  gate  on  Blossom  Street,  long 
since  superseded.  A coal  fire  always  burned  in  the  open  grate  in  winter,  making  a bright  spot  in 
the  darkness  when  we  came  home  in  the  early  dusk.  It  always  made  me  a little  homesick,  for 
there  was  no  other  open  fire  in  the  hospital.” 


“Long  White  Shutters,”  Bulfinch  Building,  2006 


Class  News 

“It  is  with  a very  sincere  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  Mrs.  M.K.  Johanneson,  who  as  Mrs. 
M.A.  Kelly,  was  one  of  the  first  class  of  three  to  graduate  from  our  Training  School.  She  was  a 
staunch  adherent  of  the  Alumnae  Association,  coming  to  the  meetings  many  times  when  she  was 
so  lame  with  rheumatism  that  she  had  to  use  a cane.  She  took  a keen  interest  in  all  questions 
pertaining  to  the  School  and  the  progressive  movements  of  the  profession.” 

“Miss  Alice  Winward  (class  of  1904)  has  been  taking  a post-graduate  course  in  obstetrical  nurs- 
ing at  the  New  York  Sloan  Maternity  Hospital.” 

“Miss  Jessie  L.  Clark  (class  of  1910)  has  accepted  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  training 
school  at  the  Burbank  Hospital,  Fitchburg,  Mass.  She  has  done  excellent  work  as  head-nurse  of 
Ward  E,  and  her  many  friends  regretted  to  see  her  leave  the  hospital.” 
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“Miss  Katherine  R.  Sullivan  class  of  1909)  has  returned  to  the  hospital  to  take  charge  of  the  ac- 
cident ward,  in  place  of  Miss  Griffith,  who  will  take  Miss  Farrar’s  place  as  anaesthetist.  Miss 
Gladys  Farrar  has  accepted  the  position  of  anaesthetist  under  Dr.  F.T.  Murphy  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.” 


From  December,  1911  (Vol.  I #4): 

This  issue  contains  an  article  by  Garnet  Pelton  (class  of  1903),  the  nurse  selected  by  Dr.  Rich- 
ard Cabot  to  establish  with  him  the  MGH  Social  Service  Department,  about  her  pioneering  work  in 
this  area. 

Extracts  From  Miss  Mina  Gilchrist’s  (class  of  1907)  Letters  to  a Boston  Friend:  “We  arrived  in  St. 
John’s  (Newfoundland)  early  on  the  morning  of  June  15th.  On  the  previous  evening,  we  had  re- 
ceived word  by  wireless  to  look  out  for  icebergs,  so  many  passengers  stayed  up  all  night;  we  met 
eight,  I believe,  but  as  I expected  to  have  other  opportunities  for  seeing  them  I went  to  bed... As 
’missionaries’  our  baggage  was  passed  unopened  and  we  drove  up  to  what  we  were  told  was  the 
best  boarding  house  in  town.  I will  tell  you  more  about  it  at  some  future  time.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
directly  across  the  hall  was  a room  occupied  by  a hen  and  ten  chickens.” 

Class  News 

“Miss  Mary  E.  Pearson,  class  of  1885,  after  ten  years  service  in  the  hospitals  and  in  the  anti- 
tuberculosis work  of  Cuba,  has  returned  to  this  country  to  take  the  position  of  superintendent  of  St. 
Luke’s  Hospital,  New  Bedford.” 

“Miss  Sallie  M.  Johnson  (class  of  1910)  has  been  appointed  instructor  at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital, 
New  Bedford.” 

“Miss  Alice  O.  Gorman  (class  of  1889)  has  accepted  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  Male 
Hospital,  Montana  State  Hospital,  Warm  Springs,  Montana.” 

“From  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Hume  (Miss  Laura  Caswell,  class  of  1904)  we  hear  she  and  her  husband 
are  now  settled  at  the  American  Mission,  New  Nagpada  Road,  Byculla,  Bombay,  India.  She  was 
married  in  1907  and  has  two  small  boys.” 


From  March,  1912  (Vol.  II  #1): 

“Extract  from  a letter  recently  received: 

'Matilda  Dervishoglou  (class  of  1907)  has  done  excellent  work  in  the  Government  Hospital 
at  Constantinople.  For  the  past  two  years  she  has  occupied  the  position  of  superintendent  of  that 
institution — the  first  hospital  for  Mohamedan  women.  She  has  had  25  or  30  babies  of  poor  Mos- 
lem women  in  the  institution,  where  she  was  the  only  skilled  person  in  attendance.  She  has,  be- 
sides, a class  of  ignorant  Turkish  girls,  to  whom  she  is  trying  to  extend  some  of  the  instruction 
which  was  granted  her  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital.  Recently,  Matilda  Dervishoglou 
has  suffered  from  a severe  infection  of  the  hand,  extending  up  the  arm.  She  is  now  better,  and 
yesterday  I received  a letter  from  her.  I hope  she  may  be  quickly  restored  to  health,  as  she  fills 
such  an  important  place — one  never  before  occupied  by  a woman.  Never  before  has  a woman  of 
training  ministered  to  these  Moslem  women.  They  often  speak  of  their  stay  in  the  hospital  as 
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“a  bit  of  heaven  on  earth.”  My  former  assistant  and  friend,  Miss  Jones,  took  this  snapshot  of 
Matilda  while  caring  for  twin  babies  of  the  poor  little  wife  of  a namual. . . .The  poor  child  mother 
never  before  knew  the  first  principles  of  care  and  cleanliness,  and  it  was  a pleasure  to  me  . to  see 
this  print  of  the  babes,  swaddled  in  nice  clean  clothes  which  skilled  and  loving  hands  had  pro- 
vided, and  such  as  no  other  mother  of  her  class  had  ever  known  until  our  trained  nurse,  Matilda, 
became  their  ministering  angel.’” 


From  December,  1915  (Vol.  V #4): 

“It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  first  death  among  our  graduates  who  have  been  in  ser- 
vice during  the  present  war  in  Europe.  Mrs.  Jessie  Brown  Jaggard,  class  of  1895,  passed  away  at 
Muchos,  Island  of  Lemnos,  September  25,  1915.  Mrs.  Jaggard,  a native  of  Canada,  volunteered 
to  go  with  the  contingent  sent  out  by  the  militia  department  of  that  country,  and  was  appointed  ma- 
tron of  a hospital  to  be  established  at  Moore  Barracks,  Shorncliffe.  On  August  1 her  unit  was 
transferred  to  the  Mediterranean.. They  were  met  with  the  most  trying  conditions.. An  epidemic  of 
amoebic  dysentery  followed,  and  within  ten  days  many  of  the  unit,  including  ten  nurses,  occupied 
the  beds  in  the  hospital. .Miss  Frances  Munro,  a graduate  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  succumbed 
to  the  disease.  Mrs.  Jaggard  fell  ill  September  10  and  succumbed  on  September  25.  Both  were 
buried  on  the  lonely  island  with  military  honors.” 


can  be  berp  proub  of  tlje  gcope  anb  beptf)  of  our  Ijeritage-eb. 
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Class  News 


Your  class  representatives  are  listed  at  the  beginning  of  each  year.  Since  our  literature  goes  out 
to  the  public,  we  have  included  only  email  addresses.  Contact  your  class  representative  directly 
with  news  or  questions.  If  you  need  addresses  or  phone  numbers,  contact  the  Alumnae  Office. 


1937 

Elva  Proctor 

elva021 86@aol.com 

I received  word  of  Agnes  Lang  Reynolds 
death.  Agnes  died  this  summer  from  pancre- 
atic cancer.  She  had  been  living  in  South 
Carolina  with  her  daughter.  I attended 
"Homecoming"  in  September.  Gertrude 
Snow  Barr  received  the  70th  year  recogni- 
tion that  I received  last  year.  A lovely  ker- 
chief adorned  with  tiny  silhouettes  of  the 
MGH  cap  (designed  by  Marlene  Norton)  was 
our  gift  from  the  alumnae  association.  I 
keep  well  and  busy  with  church,  COA,  sev- 
eral Art  associations  and  volunteering  at  Mil- 
ton  Hospital  gift  Shop.  Any  spare  time  is 
spent  on  my  watercolors  that  I exhibit  in  vari- 
ous shows  throughout  the  year.  I have  not 
heard  from  other  classmates  since  the  last 
Record  A phone  call,  email  or  snail  mail 
from  anyone  with  news  of  someone  from  the 
1937  class  would  be  most  welcome. 


1940  February 

Mary  Gilmore  Helming 

mheim136@comcast.net 

Mary  Gillmore  Helming  is  in  contact  with 
the  following  members  of  the  class,  Febuary 
Section:  Barbara  Jerison,  413-739-3257; 
Rita  Rand  Conroy,  978-689-4202;  Elinor 
Salmon  Huss,  717-838-8527.  If  other  mem- 
bers of  the  class  or  other  alumnae  members 
have  news  of  class  members,  please  contact 
Mary. 

1947 

Dot  Curran 

Yonne  Withers  Ogilve  writes:  My  husband 
and  I have  been  retired  for  well  over  20 
years.  He  has  had  some  physical  and  medi- 
cal setbacks  but  I have  been  well.  We  have 
enjoyed  all  the  wonderful  experiences  retir- 
ees have  with  family,  friends,  church. 


Elva  Proctor,  class  of  1937 
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Gertrude  Snow  Barr,  class  of  1938 


travel,  golf,  tennis,  etc.  We  look  forward  to 
our  winters  on  the  Isle  of  Palms,  SC  near  our 
daughter  Susan  and  her  young  family.  I’ve 
also  enjoyed  getting  together  with  class- 
mates, Annia  Giger,  Barbara  Brewer  and 
Ann  Hinman  at  the  former  Charles  St  Jaill  - 
now  the  Liberty  Hotel. 

Barbara  Watson  Brewer  writes;  Probably 
the  cheeriest  bit  of  news  is  our  recent  lunch- 
eon date  in  the  Liberty  hotel-formerly  the 
Charles  St  Jail  !!  Annia  Giger,  Yonne  With- 
ers Ogilvie  , Ann  Walsh  Hinman  and  I en- 
joyed a leisurely  lunch  in  the  clink  with 
barred  window  openings  still  in  place  here 
and  there.  (The  Alibi  bar  was  not  open  so 
early.)  For  our  next  foray  into  town,  we’ll  try 
the  other  restaurant,  Scampo.  MGH  has 
done  a magnificent  job  of  adapting,  restoring 
and  enhancing  this  handsome  jail  of  the 
1850’s.  The  second  floor  lobby,  open  to  the 
5'^  floor  with  dome  and  rose  windows,  is 
handsomely  decorated  and  furnished.  Of 
course  before  leaving  the  area,  we  had  to 
check  out  the  Ether  Dome,  Chapel  and 
views  from  atop  the  Ellison  building.  So 
much  has  changed,  we  could  easily  get  lost 
unless  we  worked  there!  Meanwhile,  none 
of  us  are  nursing  these  days-all  our  MGH 
expertise  is  spread  over  volunteer  activities 
and  grandchildren.  We  had  hoped  that  Mary 
Wallace  Anderson  could  have  joined  us  but 
she  was  temporarily  out  of  commission-next 
time  around. 

Dorothy  Perry  Curran:  Still  basking  in  the 
memories  of  our  60'^  Anniversary  in  2007! 

We  were  a small  group  of  only  15,  but 
made  up  for  our  size  with  great  joy  to  see 
one  another.  Our  classmate  who  traveled 
the  furthest  came  from  Indiana.  Since  retire- 
ment, I’ve  enjoyed  travels,  reading.  North 
Shore  Theatre  shows,  gardening,  and  many 
quiet  hours  watching  the  waves  at  our  town’s 
beautiful  Singing  Beach.  I spent  2 weeks 
last  March  soaking  up  warm  sunshine  in 
Florida.  Six  of  us  meet  during  the  summer 
for  lunch.  This  year  only  four  attended: 
Shirley  Donnelly,  Shirley  Cotter,  Janet 
Burdett_Flaherty  and  I.  Three  members  of 
our  class  attended  the  September,  2008  re- 
union: Annina  Lowe  Giger,  Barbara 


Watson  Brewer  and  I.  Hopefully,  we  will 
see  more  classmates  next  year.  We  are  al- 
ready looking  forward  to  the  2009  reunion! 

Anita  Humphrey  Kester  The  Kesters  en- 
joyed the  June  wedding  of  our  oldest  grand- 
daughter, Kelsey,  age  25,  to  Ian  Calhoun. 
Both  husband  and  wife  are  now  enrolled  in 
the  Harvard  MBA  program.  What  a way  to 
start  a marriage.  I’m  proud  of  them  and  their 
ambition.  I met  our  classmate  Edna  Gie- 
secke  Bartel  for  lunch  in  August.  Edna  has 
now  had  a second  shoulder  prosthesis  im- 
planted and  has  had  a knee  prosthesis  too. 
She  is  getting  to  be  a “bionic  woman”.  I had 
the  good  fortune  to  go  on  a Smithsonian  tour 
to  Iceland.  The  Icelanders  are  a very  forward 
thinking  people.  They  have  a healthy  living 
life  style.  They  are  way  ahead  of  us  in  being 
a “green”  country.  Their  only  pollution  is 
from  cars  and  trucks  as  they  use  geothermal 
and  hydro  energy  for  everything  else. 

Charlotte  Pool  Dawson:  I have  enjoyed  my 
nursing  career,  doing  staff  nursing,  public 
health,  school  nurse  and  oncology.  After  a 
very  satisfying  and  fulfilling  life.  Bob  and  I 
are  retired  and  living  in  Estero,  Florida.  We 
miss  our  family  and  friends  up  north,  but  we 
don't  miss  the  snow.  However  we  still  make 
the  trip  to  Rockport,  MA  every  summer.  We 
have  raised  4 wonderful  daughters,  who 
have  given  us  5 wonderful  grandchildren. 

We  recently  welcomed  a sweet  great- 
grandchild named  Hayden.  Last  year  I at- 
tended our  MGH  reunion,  our  60"^l  Where 
did  all  the  time  go?  It  was  nice  to  see  my 
friends  and  former  classmates,  and  also  to 
see  all  the  changes  at  MGH.  In  May,  I made 
a trip  to  San  Francisco  to  see  my  good  friend 
and  classmate,  Mary  Pollard  Kenny  She 
had  recently  lost  her  husband.  We  hadn't 
seen  each  other  for  quite  a few  years  so  you 
can  imagine  how  we  reminisced  and  had  lots 
of  fun  talking  about  those  good  times  so  long 
ago.  Bob  and  I feel  very  blessed  to  still  be 
enjoying  a good  life. 

Marjorie  Kenney  Lewis:  Pretty  much 
status  quo  here  in  Maine.  Grandson  is  sta- 
tioned at  Fort  Bragg,  NC,  after  three  trips 
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to  Iraq.  My  health  is  holding  except  for  my 
knees  that  may  need  renovating  soon.  I still 
volunteer  at  Book  Store  where  money  aids 
VNS  and  docent  at  the  Historical  Society 
Building. 

1949  February 

Dorothy  B.  Iwanicki 

diwanicki@qmaii.com 

Dorothy  Iwanicki.  I have  been  well.  My 
sister  and  I drove  to  Florida  in  July  for  a 2 
week  vacation,  which  was  most  enjoyable. 
The  weather  was  perfect,  rain  and  showers 
occurring  mostly  at  night,  so  the  umbrella 
didn’t  get  too  much  use.  Luckily,  I’m  able  to 
pursue  my  usual  routine  of  activities.  Thank 
you  for  your  responses.  It’s  a nice  way  to 
stay  in  touch.  I’m  looking  forward  to  our  60’*^ 
reunion  next  year. 

Bea  Comstock  Paquin  wrote  that  she  is 
doing  O.K.  In  March,  she  went  to  Bangor 
(150  miles  away)  by  ambulance  for  treat- 
ment of  a heart  problem,  which  required  the 
placement  of  a stent.  In  October,  she  is 
scheduled  to  have  knee  surgery  again  for  a 
torn  meniscus.  The  first  repair  was  unsuc- 
cessful. She  still  volunteers  10  hours  a 
week  at  the  public  library,  something  she 
loves,  and  which  she  has  been  doing  for  the 
last  13  years! 

Podee  Jacobs  Hopkins  had  a pacemaker 
put  in  for  her  80’^  birthday  and  is  doing  well. 
Stewart  requires  a good  deal  of  her  time, 
given  his  blindness  and  loss  of  hearing.  In 
July,  they  traveled  to  Rochester,  NY  for 
Stewart’s  brother’s  50*'^  wedding  anniversary 
and  had  a great  time.  This  summer,  they 
sold  their  cottage  at  the  lake,  which  they  had 
owned  for  45  years.  They’re  in  the  process 
of  cleaning  and  clearing  things  out.  The  rest 
of  their  family  is  healthy  and  well.  Their  last 
grandchild  started  college  in  the  fall.  There 
are  no  great  grandchildren  yet.  Their  daugh- 
ters have  taken  up  hula  hoop  lessons,  and 
have  been  teaching  Stewart  the  tricks  they 
learn.  He  has  mastered  this  well  and  can 
manage  2 at  a time!  She  is  looking  forward 
to  our  60”^  reunion  next  year. 


Clara  Skowyra  Sellon  wrote  that  she  is  al- 
ways in  touch  with  Shirley  Keller  at  birthday 
time,  since  theirs  is  the  same.  Not  hearing 
from  her,  she  called  her  home  and  learned 
that  Shirley  died  on  September  12'^  follow- 
ing several  months  of  illness.  She  will  be 
missed.  (I  called  Dick  and  expressed  our 
condolences).  On  a more  upbeat  note, 

Clara  and  her  husband  Charlie  are  both  well. 
Fortunately,  they  no  longer  have  the  obliga- 
tion of  caring  for  their  friend’s  two  young 
girls,  and  Clara  is  thankful  to  have  some  free 
time  again.  She’ll  visit  with  Nancy  Sannella 
and  Dot  Flaherty  in  October,  and  do  some 
other  things  she  has  been  unable  to  get  to. 

In  November,  she  & Charlie  are  planning  a 
trip  to  California  to  see  her  sister,  Terry  and 
family,  and  their  son.  Rod  and  his  family.  In 
the  spring.  Rod  had  eye  surgery  to  correct  a 
problem  in  the  retina,  which  was  unsuccess- 
ful. He  has  been  unable  to  work  since  then. 
Recently,  he  had  cataract  surgery,  which 
may  help  to  improve  his  sight.  Their  daugh- 
ter, Carol  and  Carol’s  son  still  live  with  them, 
and  both  present  challenges.  Clara  is  hope- 
ful that  everyone  will  be  able  to  attend  our 
60’^  reunion  next  September. 

Nancy  DiMattia  Sannella  had  some  health 
problems  this  past  year,  but  all  is  fine  right 
now.  There  were  the  usual  family  gatherings 
with  grandchildren  and  other  summer  activi- 
ties. 

Dot  Curtis  Flaherty  spent  a busy  summer 
caring  for  her  son,  Patrick,  who  had  quadru- 
ple coronary  artery  by-pass  surgery  at  the 
Brigham  in  February.  He  had  a series  of 
complications  following  that  surgery  includ- 
ing cardiac  arrest,  infection  in  the  heart  cav- 
ity, and  circulatory  problems  in  the  legs 
which  resulted  in  the  amputation  of  all  of  the 
toes  of  one  foot.  It  was  fortunate  that  he 
was  able  to  stay  with  Dot.  He  has  finally 
healed  and  is  able  to  be  at  his  own  home 
now.  Her  son  Kevin  fractured  his  foot  and 
was  on  crutches  for  4 months.  There  were 
problems  with  healing  and  now  he  is  using  a 
walking  boot.  He  still  works  for  the  state  po- 
lice. Son  Brian  is  still  living  in  Seattle,  WA 
and  works  at  Boeing.  He  was  home  over  the 
4h  of  July.  Grandson,  Dennis,  joined 
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the  Army  following  graduation  from  high 
school  in  June,  However,  he  is  being  dis- 
charged for  medical  reasons.  He  had  a sei- 
zure and  was  diagnosed  with  epilepsy. 
Granddaughter,  Shannon,  is  7 years  old  and 
is  now  in  second  grade.  Dot  had  cataract 
surgery  in  August  and  will  have  the  other 
eye  done  in  October.  She  hears  from  Jean 
Chiron  and  Catherine  Howard  who  are 
both  doing  well. 

Barbara  Roser  Manoni  wrote  that  she  and 
Larry  are  doing  well.  Larry’s  regular  CT 
scans  are  good.  The  lung  tumor  has  not  in- 
creased in  size  and  there  is  no  metastasis. 

He  is  back  teaching  math  at  the  state  univer- 
sity twice  a week,  and  the  preparation  and 
testing  are  just  enough  to  keep  him  busy. 
Barbara’s  favorite  pastimes  continue  to  be 
playing  bridge  and  reading,  “I  never  get 
enough  of  either.”  But  the  few  chores  that 
she  does  do  in  the  house  or  yard  tire  her 
quickly.  Nancy  (sister)  and  she  get  together 
at  least  every  other  day  and  go  to  the  mov- 
ies twice  a month,  if  there  is  something 
worthwhile  to  see.  Barbara  called  Selma 
Prekup  just  to  keep  in  touch  and  learned 
that  she  was  recuperating  from  a broken  hip 
due  to  a fall.  Hopefully,  she  has  fully  recov- 
ered by  now.  She  hasn’t  heard  from  her  or 
any  other  classmates  since,  except  Dottie  I. 

They  had  lunch  together  a while  ago.  Over 
the  summer,  she  & Larry  enjoyed  visits  from 
son,  Rick  from  Florida,  and  daughter,  Linda 
from  Texas.  A highlight  during  the  spring 
was  a tour  of  the  Titanic  exhibit.  It’s  travel- 
ing around,  and  she  thoroughly  recommends 
it.  In  October,  she’ll  be  working  at  some  of 
the  local  flu  clinics.  There  are  a large  num- 
ber of  nurses  in  the  group,  so  there’s  lots  of 
help  and  it’s  also  fun  to  visit  with  them.  She 
hopes  many  will  be  able  to  attend  our  60'^ 
reunion  next  year.  She’s  planning  on  it. 

1949  September 
Mary  Libby  Morris 

I have  to  begin  this  issue  on  a sad  note. 

Jackie  Auger  Brown,  our  beloved  class- 
mate, passed  away  on  January  10,  2008, 
following  a brief  struggle  the  ovarian  cancer. 

Hr  daughter,  Cathy,  said  she  died  peacefully 
and  did  not  suffer.  Jackie  was  an  out- 
standing nurse  and  wonderful  friend.  She 
will  be  sadly  missed  by  all.  22 


Ruth  Stronack  Henshaw  and  her  husband 
are  well  and  hope  to  spend  the  summer  in 
Nova  Scotia.  Their  retirement  complex  has 
changed  hands  and  a new  health  center  is 
being  built.  Ruth  felt  it  would  be  a beneficial 
change.  She  heard  from  Trudy  Walsh 
Hynes  and  Evelyn  Smith  Adamis  at  Christ- 
mas in  2007.  Evelyn  sent  a picture  of  her 
dog  without  a note.  Trudy  and  her  husband 
are  well  and  still  travel  with  their  senior 
group.  Their  travels  include  Ireland  and  Ber- 
muda. They  also  took  a trip  to  Maine  to  visit 
family. 

Ruth  Tillson  Lowell  and  Howie  are  well  and 
survived  our  harsh  winter  last  year  without 
any  problems. 

Barbara  Stevens  Wright  wrote  that  she  de- 
veloped a large  duodenal  ulcer  secondary  to 
taking  Voltaren  for  arthritis.  She  is  now  on 
Prilosec  and  doing  well.  Her  husband  has 
had  two  hospitalizations.  All  tests  were 
negative  and  episodes  were  diagnosed  as 
stress  related.  He  is  fine  now. 

Lyn  Poulter  Henshaw  was  in  touch  with 
Mary  Libby  Morris  after  Christmas,  2007, 
and  all  was  well.  She  still  keeps  busy  with 
friends  and  her  Book  Club. 

Mary  Scahill  Chilella  wrote  to  Barb  that  she 
was  in  a serious  car  accident  and  was  work- 
ing on  her  walking  skills.  At  that  time  she 
was  hoping  to  be  able  to  return  to  driving  in 
after  a few  months. 

Irene  Weisling  Swan  had  a great  deal  of 
news.  She  sold  her  home  to  her  son  and 
built  an  apartment  over  another  son’s  ga- 
rage. She  takes  care  of  her  grandchildren 
who  live  downstairs  and  spent  the  summer 
in  Vermont.  She  said  living  in  one  room  is 
much  different  than  living  in  a house  and  has 
foregone  large  holiday  dinners.  Her  new  ad- 
dress is:  594  Center  Street,  Pembroke,  MA 
02359. 

Jean  Lutz  Perkins  is  doing  well.  She  is  still 
busy  as  ever  with  her  country  line  dancing, 
the  League  of  Women  Voters  and  traveling. 
She  took  an  eleven  day  cruise  up  the  East 
coast  from  New  Jersey  to  Canada.  Unfortu- 
nately, a hurricane  from  Mexico  followed 
them,  causing  a number  of  cases  of 


seasickness  and  vertigo  among  the  passen- 
gers. Jean  became  a great-grandmother  in 
October.  Sadly,  her  brother  passed  away 
suddenly  in  April,  2008.  We  extend  our  sym- 
pathies to  Jean  and  her  family.  She  traveled 
to  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  to  visit  with 
Sara  Wilhelm  Babb  for  a week  in  June  last 
year.  She  said  all  is  well  and  occasionally 
visits  with  Jean  in  California. 

Mary  Libby  Morris  writes  that  she  still 
works  two  days  a week  on  an  Alzheimer’s 
Unit  in  Winchester,  MA.  She  says  the  peo- 
ple she  works  with  are  wonderful  and  work  is 
a great  distraction.  Last  year  Mary  spoke 
with  Bob  Kenniff,  Pat  Malloy’s  husband,  and 
at  that  time  she  was  holding  her  own.  She 
was  living  in  a Long  Term  Care  Facility  close 
to  their  home  in  Florida.  Please  keep  in 
touch  and  send  any  news  to  Mary  Libby 
Morris.  2009  will  be  the  60*'^  Reunion  for  the 
1949  class.  Please  notify  Mary  if  you  plan  to 
attend  Homecoming. 


1950  September 

Dorothy  (Santos)  Allen 

dotallen@hotmail.com 

If  you  are  not  represented  in  this  letter,  I will 
do  my  best  to  get  you  in  the  next  time. 
Please  write,  call  or  e-mail  me  with  news. 
Thanks,  Dot  (Santos)  Allen 

Barbara  (Holms)  Griffith  Barbara  moved 
west  to  the  Rocky  Mountains  in  1959.  She 
is  married  to  Vernon  and  lives  in  Butte  Mon- 
tana. They  have  5 children  and  8 grandchil- 
dren. Initially  she  worked  in  a general  hospi- 
tal, then  in  orthopedics.  Later  she  worked  in 
City  and  County  Home  Health  Care.  She 
says,  “I  yearn  to  talk  about  MGH.  I’ve  never 
been  able  get  to  a reunion.”  She  has  had 
breast  cancer,  for  which  she  has  been 
treated  with  lumpectomy  and  radiation. 
Barbara  still  has  sisters  and  brothers  in 
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Massachusetts  and  does  return  for  visits. 
Barbara  told  me  that  Connie  Lindsey  died  2 
or  3 years  ago. 

Flo  (Riddlon)  Yasi  says  she  is  doing 
“nothing  spectacular.”  After  graduating  from 
nursing  school  she  worked  as  head  nurse  on 
White  6 for  2 years.  She  married  and 
worked  at  Salem  Hospital  then  worked  at 
Harvard’s  Stillman  Infirmary  until  she  retired 
at  age  63.  Flo  has  2 daughters  and  2 
Grandsons.  Her  husband  died  in  1990  from 
colo-rectal  cancer.  One  of  her  daughters 
lives  with  her  now  to  help  her  with  her  daily 
needs  since  she  cannot  lift  her  arms  be- 
cause of  shoulder  problems.  Flo  has  had 
breast  cancer  and  the  radiation  has  disabled 
her  right  shoulder.  Flo  said  that  she  likes  to 
read,  but  that  she  has  to  have  large  print  due 
to  cataracts.  Her  voice  was  strong  and  I 
really  enjoyed  visiting  with  her. 

Ellie  (Burns)  Clifton  I had  a nice  long  con- 
versation with  Ellie  over  the  phone.  After 
graduation,  Ellie  worked  at  McLean  hospital, 
then  in  New  Haven  and  last  in  the  V.A.  hos- 
pital in  West  Haven.  She  retired  from  nurs- 
ing in  1958.  But  Ellie  says  she  has  always 
worked:  in  the  school  library,  at  a temp  ser- 
vice and  even  at  a Cape  golf  course.  She 
and  her  husband  have  enjoyed  several  trips 
abroad,  including  Scandinavia,  Russia,  Eng- 
land, Paris  and  Rome.  Sounds  great!  She 
reported  that  in  June  2008  she,  Kwai  Chang 
and  June  (Ford)  Thibedeau  met  and  spent 
the  day  visiting.  June  has  2 homes,  one  in 
Connecticut  and  one  in  Lake  Hamilton, 
which  she  enjoys  a lot.  She  has  two  sons 
and  2 grandchildren.  June  worked  at  a Hart- 
ford hospital  in  pediatrics.  Kwai  Chang  and 
Flo  Nagao  still  live  in  Hawaii.  Kwai  travels 
back  to  the  mainland  fairly  frequently.  She 
has  been  working  as  a private  scrub  nurse, 
and  has  recently  given  notice  of  her  retire- 
ment. Flo  is  a private  surgical  scrub  nurse, 
and  comes  to  Massachusetts  annually. 

Betty  Fifield  was  not  able  to  meet  with  them 
due  to  medical  issues. 

Dorothy  (Santos)  Allen  I was  head  nurse 
on  Bulfinch  I from  1950  to  1953.  I left  MGH 
to  join  Navy  Nurse  Corps,  mainly  to  get  the 
Gl  Bill  but  instead  I got  Bill,  my  husband,  a 
pretty  good  trade  off!  I stayed  at  home  to 
raise  4 boys  and  now  7 grandsons  and  1 


granddaughter.  When  my  youngest  son 
started  school,  I went  back  into  nursing.  At 
first,  I floated  med-surg  but  then  settled 
down  and  worked  in  psych.  I worked  4 days 
a week,  and  retired  at  age  70.  While  work- 
ing, I pursued  my  interest  in  art  and  went 
back  to  school.  I received  a BFA  in  oil  paint- 
ing from  the  Memphis  College  of  Arts.  Now 
that  I am  retired,  I enjoy  doing  my  art.  I also 
enjoy  my  church  work,  visiting  with  the  sick 
and  taking  them  communion.  My  parish  is 
small  so  there  are  lots  to  be  done.  I have  all 
the  aches  and  pain  of  a 79  year  old,  but  I am 
grateful  that  I am  still  able  to  function.  I keep 
in  touch  with  Helen  (Plata)  Grabowski  and 
Mary  (Cipriani)  Panni  (spring  class  of  51) 
Mary  lives  in  Lancaster,  Mass.  She  is  doing 
well  and  keeps  herself  fit  and  busy.  I think 
we  all  owe  a lot  to  MGH.  I know  that  it  had  a 
great  influence  in  forming  my  life. 

Mary  (Murray)  Broadwater.  It  was  great  to 
talk  to  Mary.  Post  graduation  Mary  worked 
at  McLean.  After  her  marriage  she  stayed 
home  to  care  for  her  3 sons  and  1 daughter. 
They  lived  in  New  York  for  a few  years,  and 
then  moved  back  to  Mass.  After  her  hus- 
band died  39  years  ago,  she  raised  her  chil- 
dren by  herself.  Mary  had  breast  cancer  in 
2001  but  says  that  all  is  going  well  in  this 
area.  She  enjoys  play  Mah  Jong  with  her 
friends  every  Monday  and  volunteers  for  the 
Council  on  Aging.  She  has  kept  up  with 
Kwai  (Chang)  Ernst,  June  (Ford)  Thibe- 
deau, Betty  (Fifield)  Paolone,  Ellie  (Burns) 
Clifton  and  Helen  (Plata)  Grabowski 
throughout  the  years. 

Joan  (Risser)  Ritts.  Post  graduation,  Joan 
worked  as  Head  Nurse  on  Bullfinch  5.  In 
1953  she  joined  the  Navy  Nurses  Corp.  and 
was  stationed  at  Camp  Lejuene  where  she 
met  her  husband  Bob.  Bob  stayed  in  the  Ma- 
rine Corps  until  he  retired.  He  was  diag- 
nosed with  Hodgkin’s  disease,  and  with  ra- 
diation treatment  lived  another  25  years.  He 
died  from  complications  of  the  radiation  ther- 
apy. They  have  two  daughters.  Joan  has 
downsized  her  living  arrangements  recently 
and  now  lives  in  a continuing  care  retirement 
community.  She  enjoys  volunteering  at 
nursing  homes  and  playing  piano  for  the  eld- 
erly and  also  for  the  rhythm  band  and 
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sing-alongs.  She  has  kept  in  contact  with 

Lucy  (Rich)  Keohan,  Flo 

(Riddlon)  Yasi,  and  Rickie  (Ricketson) 

Stephen  throughout  the  years. 

Betty  (Brousseau)  Noonan  After  gradua- 
tion, Betty  worked  at  MGH  in  the  OR  for  3 
years  then  worked  at  Roger  Williams  in  their 
OR.  Betty  then  became  a substitute  nurse  in 
the  Framingham  school  systems.  They  have 
6 children,  16  grandchildren  and  1 great 
grand-child.  Betty  does  volunteer  work  in- 
volving children.  She  said,”  I love  children!” 
With  all  the  time  she  spends  caring  for  them, 
this  is  very  apparent.  She  says  she  is  in 
good  health.  She  lives  about  10  miles  from 
Margy  (Barrett)  O’Connell  but  does  not  get 
to  see  her  very  often. 

Sarah  (Smith)  Gray  Sarah  has  lived  in 
Marblehead  Mass,  for  50  years  and  says 
that  she  loves  it  there.  When  asked  what 
she  has  done  since  graduation  she  said,  “I 
live  to  be  happy!”  She  did  6 months  of  nurs- 
ing in  the  ER  and  then,  while  her  husband 
attended  the  University  of  Maine,  she 
worked  in  the  infirmary  for  3 years.  She  also 
worked  as  a receptionist  at  the  VNA.  She 
volunteers  at  the  Marblehead  Museum  and 
Historical  Society.  At  present  she  volunteers 
at  a thrift  shop  which  supports  the  Preven- 
tion of  Cruelty  to  Children.  She  and  Russell 
have  traveled  and  especially  enjoyed  a trip 
to  England  cruising  the  canals. 

Marguerite  (Barrett)  O’Connell  Margie  is 
happily  married  to  Bob.  They  have  4 chil- 
dren. She  worked  at  the  Boston  Veterans 
Hospital  for  4 years.  After  the  children  ar- 
rived she  stayed  home  to  care  for  them. 

She  says  that  she  is  kept  busy  with  things 
that  involve  the  children.  She  and  her  hus- 
band have  traveled  to  Europe.  She  has  a 
son  who  lives  in  Germany,  which  gives  her 
cause  to  travel. 

Lucy  (Rich)  Keohan  Lucy  is  married  to 
Phillip  Keohan.  They  have  5 children,  5 
grandchildren  and  6 step-grandchildren. 

She  said  she  worked  a little  after  graduation 
but  when  the  children  were  born  she  stayed 
home  to  care  for  them.  One  child  lives  in 


Vermont,  the  others  live  in  Massachusetts, 
and  she  enjoys  visiting  with  them  and  her 
grandchildren.  They  also  have  a summer 
home  on  the  Cape.  She  volunteers  at  the 
State  House  giving  tours  as  a “Doric  Do- 
cent.” She  keeps  in  touch  with  Joan 
(Risser)  Ritts,  Flo  (Ridlon)  Yasi,  and 
Rickie  (Ricketson)  Steven  Lucy  still  has 
that  soft  smile  in  her  voice. 

Helen  (Platter)  Grabowski  Helen  lives  in 
Ludlow  Mass.  She  has  been  a widow  for 
some  time  now.  She  is  the  mother  of  a son 
(now  deceased)  and  2 daughters.  She 
worked  as  an  OR  nurse  and  supervisor. 

She  took  courses  in  elementary  education 
and  worked  as  a third  grade  teacher.  She 
then  received  a Masters  in  Special  Educa- 
tion. She  also  worked  weekends  in  the 
State  School  for  Retarded  Persons.  She 
retired  from  both  at  age  7 1 . She  told  me 
about  her  wonderful  trip  to  Alaska  in  June 
2008.  This  trip  was  her  55th  with  Elder- 
hostel.  Helen  still  has  that  wonderful  excit- 
ing energy  that  can  do  and  enjoy  to  the  full- 
est. She  enjoyed  homecoming  last  year 
where  she  met  Lucy  (Rich)  Keohan  They 
enjoyed  catching  up.  She  marveled  at  how 
much  MGH  had  changed  and  plans  to  go 
back  this  year.  Helen  stays  active,  exercis- 
ing regularly  and  volunteers  at  a senior  cen- 
ter once  a week.  She  also  sits  for  a house 
cat  in  the  Mountains  of  Tennessee  when  her 
friends  go  to  Europe.  I will  say  that  Helen 
has  great  friends!  Helen  attended  Home- 
coming this  past  year  also.  Flo  Nagao  and 
her  daughter  were  there  from  Hawaii  and 
they  enjoyed  visiting.  She  says  her  mind 
was  “boggled”  by  the  metamorphosis  of  our 
school  into  the  MGH  Institute  of  Health  Pro- 
fessions. 

Ritchie  (Ricketson  )Stephen  I was  over- 
whelmed when  talking  with  Rickie.  She  had 
so  much  to  offer.  She  has  been  very  active 
in  all  fields  of  nursing,  a true  MGH  graduate. 
But  first  we’ll  start  with  her  family.  Rickie 
was  married  to  Red  for  53  years.  He  died  5 
years  ago  from  complications  of  an  accident 
in  which  he  received  a head  injury.  She  has 
4 sons,  6 grandsons  and  2 great  grandsons. 
One  son,  Gary,  lives  with  her  now  while  they 
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are  in  the  transition  of  trying  to  sell  his  house 
in  New  Hampshire.  He  has  a Masters  in 
Health  Care  Management  and  is  currently 
working  in  the  OR.  Rickie  has  been  ill  re- 
cently with  Pulmonary  Embolisms.  They  are 
not  sure  where  the  clots  are  coming  from 
and  this  has  been  a concern  to  her.  It  is  still 
an  ongoing  problem  so  let’s  keep  her  in  our 
prayers.  Gary  has  been  helping  her  with  her 
health  matters.  Rickie  has  worked  most  of 
the  time  since  graduation.  She  worked  at 
Social  Hospital  for  20  year  starting  in  pediat- 
rics and  then  in  other  services.  She  then 
moved  on  to  supervisor  at  the  Cohasset  Re- 
habilitation Nursing  Home,  which  she  said 
was  a very  enjoyable  experience.  Then  she 
became  director  of  3 nursing  homes.  After 
this  she  became  involved  with  the  Bay  State 
Remotivation  Counsel  and  since  1983  she 
has  been  traveling,  teaching,  and  training 
others  in  the  application  of  this  program. 

This  program  is  used  with  Alzheimer’s  pa- 
tients to  reach  the  undamaged  part  of  the 
brain  through  the  patient’s  old  familiar  func- 
tions such  a music,  poetry,  art  etc.  to  renew 
the  parts  of  the  brain  that  are  still  useable. 
Rickie  says  that  she  is  constantly  busy  and 
active.  She  still  keeps  in  touch  with  Flo 
Ridlon  Yasi^Joan  (Risser)  Ritts  and  Lucy 
(Rich)  Keohan 

Janet  (Snowman)  Duncan  After  gradua- 
tion, Janet  worked  in  general  nursing  at 
MGH.  Next  she  worked  at  Togus  Veterans 
Service  in  Augusta,  Maine.  Though  she  can- 
not be  specific  about  the  dates,  she  said  she 
also  worked  at  Presque  Isle  General  Hospi- 
tal and  at  a hospital  in  Caribou,  Maine.  She 
and  her  husband  Jack  have  3 daughters  of 
whom  they  are  proud.  They  have  a Wood 
Camp  with  a log  cabin  that  Jack  built  and 
own  a wood  lot  in  which  they  enjoy  hiking, 
canoeing  and  boating.  They  have  traveled 
some  and  she  says  they  are  doing  great. 

She  has  kept  in  touch  with  Lou  Ann 
(McKenzie)  O’Brien  who  lives  in  Maryland. 


1951,  September 

Marion  Decker  Manes 

nursel  iane@comcast.net 

Hi,  All! 

Not  much  news  to  report  this  time.  They  say 
that  no  news  is  good  news,  but  not  when 
you’re  Alumnae  Secretary! 

I do  have  some  sad  news.  Another  class- 
mate has  gone:  Mary  Carlson  Campion 
passed  away  in  July.  Her  funeral  was  in 
Framingham.  I attended  the  lovely  Memorial 
Service  held  here  on  the  Cape  in  September 
representing  our  class,  which  Bob  & the  rest 
of  the  family  very  much  appreciated.  They 
had  7 children  & 18  grandkids.  One  daugh- 
ter, Ann,  died  at  age  26  of  breast  cancer. 
Mary  was  been  quite  active  in  her  church  & 
community,  doing  lots  of  volunteer  work 
through  the  years,  as  well  as  raising  her 
large  family.  I was  glad  I was  able  to  see  so 
many  of  them  after  the  service,  and  they 
seemed  pleased  to  have  a classmate  there. 
Mary  had  Leukemia,  but  I believe  it  was  an- 
other type  which  was  the  cause  of  her  death. 

Mary  Hagerty  Ford  had  sent  me  a photo  of 
herself,  Mary  Campion,  Alice  Adams 
Southworth,  & Ginny  Courant  Haywood, 

taken  in  June,  when  they  & their  husbands 
met  for  lunch  in  Danvers.  It  was  a great  pic- 
ture of  all  - nobody’s  changed  much!  Ruth 
Fearnley  Skonieczny  had  just  had  2 stents 
placed  2 days  earlier,  so  couldn’t  travel  - 
she  says  she’s  OK  now.  Helen  Jazwinski 
Galvin  had  hoped  to  join  them  but  was  hos- 
pitalized with  pulmonary  problems.  They  had 
all  hoped  to  attend  Homecoming  but  I 
haven’t  heard  who  was  there. 

Joan  McCarthy  Peterson  & husband  at- 
tended their  granddaughter’s  wedding  in 
Tucson,  Arizona  in  July.  Mac’s  mammo- 
gram last  October  disclosed  a pea-sized  le- 
sion, requiring  2 surgeries  & meds.  She 
thinks  her  prognosis  is  good.  They  sold  their 
home  & now  live  in  Winthrop,  Maine.  Her 
new  address  is:  100  Hanson  St.;  Winthrop, 
ME  04364. 


Marion  Decker  Manes  reports,  I had  a fairly 
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uneventful  year.  Seem  to  have  recovered 
from  Viral  Encephalitis  a year  ago,  except  for 
hand  tremor,  which  the  Neurologist  called  a 
“Senile  Tremor”!  There  must  be  a better 
name  than  THAT!  My  co-ordination  is  not 
too  good,  causing  my  golf  game  to  be  termi- 
nal! In  fact,  while  trying  to  hit  a ball  which 
was  close  to  the  edge  of  a bunker,  I lost  my 
balance  & fell  backwards  into  the  sand  trap 
like  a felled  oak  tree,  banging  my  head  onto 
the  sand,  which  was  not  soft  at  all  - had 
whiplash  & a sore  coccyx  for  a week.  Next 
time  I’ll  move  the  ball!  My  twin  granddaugh- 
ters are  freshmen  at  different  colleges. 

Abby’s  in  the  Nursing  program  at  University 
of  South  Carolina  and  Jacqui’s  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Delaware.  The  parting  was  pretty 
traumatic,  but  they  seem  to  have  adjusted. 
Nick’s  a senior  at  College  of  Charleston. 
Betsy  and  Jimmy  have  3 kids  in  college,  can 
you  imagine?  Lacey,  Robin’s  youngest, 
goes  to  Belmont  College  in  Nashville.  It’s 
pretty  quiet  around  here!  I spent  3 V2  months 
in  Destin,  FL  last  winter  & hope  to  go  again 
this  January  through  April.  My  address  is: 
901 1 Highway  98  W.  Unit  408  The  Summit, 
Destin,  FI. 32550.  Tel. 850-267-9840.  C’mon 
Down! 


1952  September 

Joan  McMahon 

imcmanha@att.net 

We  as  a class  are  getting  slower  about  com- 
municating by  email  but  I continue  to  try. 
Even  when  an  email  returns  as  unknown  I 
call,  which  led  to  a conversation  with  Jean 
Winsor  Breault  Jean  had  changed  carrier 
so  we  caught  up  on  the  phone.  Both  she  and 
her  husband  are  still  active  in  the  workforce. 
They  have  3 dogs  that  keep  them  company 
and  busy  at  home. 

Margery  Sprague  Dreselly  writes;  This  has 
been  a quiet  year  for  us.  In  spite  of  the  suc- 
cessful fusion  of  my  L4-5  in  December  2006, 
a nagging  pain  developed  in  my  lower  right 
back  and  leg  that  so  far  nobody  has  diag- 
nosed or  cured.  Unfortunately  that  has  kept 
us  somewhat  grounded.  We  were  able  to 
spend  Christmas  in  Colorado  with  Dick's 
daughter  and  her  husband  and  their  3 sons. 


Twins,  Michael  and  Nicholas,  graduated  from 
college  and  turned  24.  Matthew,  20,  was 
home  from  college.  It  was  the  first  time  the  7 
of  us  had  been  together  in  2 years.  My  son 
Philip,  his  wife  and  Daniel,  12,  arrived  here  in 
Brunswick  December  26  for  a week  of  skiing. 
The  snow  was  great,  and  Danny  said  he 
wants  to  do  it  again  this  winter.  We  5 en- 
joyed New  Year's  together  here.  Our  travel- 
ing this  year  has  been  limited  to  local  day 
trips,  but  we  are  planning  a 3-day  foliage 
trip  to  Canada  in  October.  I haven't  seen 
any  classmates  this  year,  but  have 
talked  with  Kathy  MacPherson,  Frannie 
Buck  Foster,  and  Celina  Maciel  Hill 
Kathy  is  in  Sugarland,  Texas  near  her 
daughter. 

Nancy  Rahill  McDonough  writes  from 
California;  Just  returned  from  an  11  day 
visit  to  Rhode  Island  and  Boston.  I met 
up  with  a woman  who  used  to  baby  sit 
our  children  when  she  was  a teenager 
and  we  lived  in  Lowell  and  Beverly,  MA. 
She  now  lives  in  Wellesley  and  has  three 
grown  children.  We  had  lost  contact  with 
each  other  over  the  years  but  she 
tracked  me  down  through  the  MGHNAA! 
The  day  was  a delight  and  I am  sure  we 
will  continue  to  stay  in  touch. 

Nancy  Robicheau  Thibideau  writes: 

We  moved  to  AZ  this  year  to  help  our 
middle  son  who  was  in  the  hospital  in 
Phoenix.  In  the  past  we  were  30  years  in 
AZ  so  it  was  fun  to  return.  Roy  didn't 
survive  and  we  are  sad.  Now  we  will 
move  back  to  MA  when  this  house  sells. 
Our  2 other  sons  want  us  to  be  near 
them.  We  have  listed  our  home  for  sale 
and  when  it  sells  we  will  live  in  MA. 

Sorry  to  send  sad  news.  Thanks  for  re- 
membering me. 

Ann  MacLean  Plunkett  writes  and  we 
spoke  by  phone  as  well:  I received  the  sad 
news  this  evening  that  Liz  White  Lewis 
passed  away  yesterday  at  Hospice.  She 
had  ovarian  cancer.  I spoke  with  her 
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daughter  this  evening  and  she  said  Liz  had 
gone  into  the  hospital  last  Saturday,  & was 
transferred  to  Hospice  where  she  died.  She 
had  enjoyed  spending  several  weeks  at  the 
family  camp  in  Maine  in  June.  I saw  her  last 
on  August  26  when  I drove  her  to  the  hospi- 
tal for  drainage  of  her  ascites.  She  had  the 
best  of  medical  care  - had  been  treated  at 
Johns  Hopkins  for  her  cancer.  We  had 
lunch  together  soon  after  the  50th  reunion 
and  we  shared  news,  photos  and  reminis- 
cences. 

Arlene  Bell  Gigliotti  writes:  Not  much  go- 
ing on  here  in  Ohio.  I finished  another  quilt, 
making  4 this  summer.  I am  trying  to  make 
one  for  each  grandchild  then  I made  one  for 
the  auction  at  the  OSD  vet  alumni  society.  It 
went  for  400.00  dollars.  I am  walking  better 
and  doing  more  exercise.  My  daughter 
Peggy  was  home  for  6 weeks  and  just  went 
back  to  Qatar.  She  loves  it  there.  Everyone 
is  well. 

Dot  Lucius  Kosloski  wrote  earlier  in  the 
summer:  This  summer  so  far  has  been  busy 
and  hot.  Had  an  eventful  April  as  my  older 
son  Steve  was  here  (alone)  for  Easter. 

Carol,  his  wife,  spent  the  same  time  with  her 
twin,  Karen  in  Cave  Creek,  AZ.  Shortly 
came  Dick’s  birthday  (he  lives  here)  and  my 
twin,  Paul  came  on  for  a week  to  celebrate 
Dick's  birthday  and  pre-celebrate  OUR  birth- 
day (77th)  on  the  25th.  It  was  so  good  to 
have  him  here  for  a whole  week.  Maura, 
Paul's  wife,  is  like  a silk  shirt — she  doesn't 
travel  well  so  it  was  just  the  three  of  us  for 
that  time.  The  day  after  Paul  left  Dick's  son. 
Rich,  flew  in  for  one  overnight  to  be  here  for 
his  dad’s  birthday.  It  felt  kind  of  like  we  were 
running  a boarding  house,  and  what  a happy 
time  it  was.  Since  all  that.  I'm  still  swimming 
1/4  to  1/3  mile  6 days  a week,  taking  organ 
lessons  once  a week  and  singing  in  a hun- 
dred-voice Christian  choir.  I sometimes 
meet  myself  in  the  doorway  coming  and  go- 
ing. (Keeps  me  young?  and  busy — & dizzy, 
too.)  Dot  updated  with:  I am  late,  but  I 
have  been  out  of  touch.  Broke  4 bones  on 
my  left  hand  and  shortly  thereafter  my 
brother  Dick  suffered  a bad  stroke  (2nd  one, 
now).  I'm  getting  PT  and  he  is  in  rehab; 
things  are  better  (for  me  anyway)  and  he  is 
doing  a tiny  bit  better  each  day.  At  least  he 


knows  us  (but  MD  says  it's  doubtful  he'll  ever 
return  home).  Say  a prayer  for  him. 

Ginny  Day  McKillop  writes:  Been  a busy 
year  with  several  trips.  The  best  was  a 3 
week  South  America  and  Antarctica  cruise. 
Walked  with  the  penguins.  The  reason  I'm 
late  with  this  was  that  Bill  had  a bicycle  acci- 
dent. He  spent  several  days  in  the  hospital 
with  many  injuries  of  which  the  Subdural  He- 
matoma was  the  most  serious.  He  is  coming 
along  and  will  be  okay  if  I can  keep  him  off 
his  bike.  I look  back  on  our  time  at  MGH 
and  it  seems  so  long  ago,  when  it  is  56  fast 
years. 

Connie  Delory  Stevens:  I’m  “reporting  in  ” 
Not  much  has  changed  since  I last  wrote. 
Hmmm,  now  that’s  a statement  that  is  not 
completely  accurate.  Life  is  not  static  - 
some  aspects  have  changed  at  a faster  pace 
than  others.  The  slower  progressing 
changes  seem  to  be  static  - categorized  un- 
der NO  CHANGE.  What  do  I perceive  as 
having  not  changed  (much):  I enjoy  going  to 
“work”  every  day  at  the  VA  Sepulveda  Am- 
bulatory Care  Center.  “Going  to  work”  is  just 
a phrase.  Come  October  13,  I will  have 
been  with  the  VA  27  years.  When  I leave 
home  in  the  morning,  I travel  13  miles  on 
surface  roads  - no  highways  - to  what  has 
become  my  home  away  from  home.  If  any 
of  you  watch  Gray’s  Anatomy,  you  have 
seen  the  Sepulveda  VA;  much  of  the  filming 
takes  place  on  our  grounds.  I am  blessed 
with  a caring  and  loving  family.  However, 
the  grandchildren  are  growing  at  a rapid  rate 
- definitely  need  to  be  placed  on  the  “what 
has  changed”  list.  Undeniably,  I am  experi- 
encing changes  associated  with  aging.  I 
move  more  slowly  than  in  my  earlier  years; 
everything  seems  to  take  longer  to  accom- 
plish. If  it  didn’t  happen  within  the  last  15 
minutes,  unless  there  is  a major  event  I can 
link  it  to,  I have  NO  IDEA  as  to  the  time  line. 
Osteoarthritis  is  progressing  but  I’ve  drawn 
(at  least  for  the  time  being)  a line  in  the 
sand:  no  more  surgery!  OK  - so  “never  say 
‘never’”... I’ve  had  a right  hip  and  right  knee 
replacement.  My  left  knee  is  screaming,  “It’s 
my  turn.”  So  far  I’ve  managed  to  turn  a deaf 
ear  OPEN  INVITATION:  should  any  of  you 
have  a desire  to  come  to  Los  Angeles 
(Santa  Barbara  or  San  Diego)  please  know 
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you  are  welcome.  Although  I work  full  time,  I 
have  a lot  of  (what  the  VA  calls  LEAVE  - 
others  know  it  as  vacation  or  personal)  time. 
It  would  be  my  pleasure  to  host  your  visit 
and  act  as  travel  guide.  Although  in  times 
past,  I enjoyed  and  engaged  in  contact  with 
many  of  my  classmates  and  MGH  alumnae 
living  in  the  LA  area,  the  list  has  dwindled  to 
two:  Connie  Curtis  Warnock  and  Mary 
Louise  Jones  Brown  Mary  Lou  and  I use 
the  internet.  Connie  and  I communicate  via 
snail  mail  and  the  telephone.  Distance  is  a 
complicating  factor  in  my  attending  home- 
coming. Please  know  I am  a virtual  atten- 
dee. 

Mary  Fay  Morgan  Noonan  Fay  keeps  busy 
with  family;  grandkids  are  growing  up  and 
moving  on.  Jerry  has  had  some  health  prob- 
lems but  is  out  and  about.  Fay  has  seen 
Jean  Winsor  Breault  on  occasion  and  is  the 
person  who  gave  me  her  phone  number. 

Ann  Slattery  Newton:  We  talk  occasion- 
ally. She  is  in  contact  with  Margie  Kearney 
Legge,  who  lives  in  Florida  surrounded  by 
her  family.  Ann  lost  much  this  fall  with 
storms  and  was  still  clearing  up,  last  we 
talked. 

Lisa  Howe  Colt  writing:  All  is  well  for  hus- 
band Harry  and  me  after  a wonderful  trip  to 
Poland  and  London  to  attend  2 weddings  - 
one  for  our  nephew  (Poland)  and  one  for  our 
son,  Ned  (London).  We  haven't  traveled 
overseas  in  about  5 years  because  of  vari- 
ous physical  limitations,  so  it  was  exciting 
and  we  both  made  it  there  and  back  in  one 
piece.  I always  look  forward  to  reading 
about  you  and  others.  Thanks  for  doing  this 
job!  May  you  all  be  well  and  happy. 

Fran  Buck  Foster  sent  a note:  My  77th 
birthday  (9/26/31)  was  fun  with  friends  and 
family,  also  son  Billy  from  Colorado  spent  3- 
4 days  with  me.  My  5 (50  year  olds)  are 
great  and  some  grandkids  are  going  into 
nursing.  Yea!  Hear  from  Mimi  Woods  Wat- 
kins, Margie  Dreselly  Sprague  and  just 
wrote  to  Connie  Delory  Stevens  Do  send 
snail  mail  updates  as  I love  to  hear  about  our 
class.  Husband  Merriman  died  last  year  so 
it’s  no  fun  eating  alone  - working  to  change 


that. 

Lucy  Achin  Maslen  writes  This  is  my  sec- 
ond attempt  to  reply  to  your  note.  Somehow 
I wiped  myself  out  when  I was  almost  fin- 
ished. Now  you  know  why  I don't  do  this  too 
often.  We  spent  most  of  the  summer  in 
Maine.  We  did  come  back  for  a grandson's 
wedding  but  bypassed  the  wedding  showers 
and  two  christenings.  Eric  says  it  was  the 
price  of  gas  but  I suspect  the  four  hour 
drive  is  no  longer  his  idea  of  fun.  Our  chil- 
dren don't  seem  to  be  doing  as  well  health- 
wise  as  we  old  folk.  Chris,  age  44,  had  a 
heart  attack  in  April,  and  Beth  is  coming 
home  this  afternoon  after  a catherization 
with  a diagnosis  of  Cardiomyopathy  caused 
by  stress  and  an  enlarged  heart.  She  is  the 
nurse  in  the  family  and  works  the  cardiac 
unit  at  Rl  Hospital.  We  were  blessed  with 
three  new  great-grand  children  this  year. 

This  could  go  on  forever  considering  that  the 
oldest  grandson  is  32  and  the  youngest 
grandchild  just  turned  four!  Nuff 
said.  Missed  Homecoming  but  will  aim  for 
next  year.  If  practice  makes  perfect,  I need 
more  practice  on  this  thing.  Love  to  all,  Joan. 

Copy  of  the  obituary  of  Elizabeth  Ann 
White  Lewis  from  the  Washington  Post 

Elizabeth  Ann  White  Lewis — MGH  Class  of 
September,  1952.  On  September  18,  2008 
in  Rockville,  Md.  Loving  mother  of  Amy 
Lewis  Hetz,  Jennifer  Lewis  Black  (Jeffrey) 
and  Marjorie  Lewis.  Cherished  grandmother 
of  Mary  Herdeman,  Andrea,  Garrett,  and 
Daniel  Black.  She  is  also  survived  by  sisters 
Charlotte  Adrianne  White,  Suzanne  White 
Wallis,  and  many  other  relatives  and 
friends.  A celebration  of  her  life  was  held  on 
Friday,  Oct.  10  at  7 p.m.  at  Unity  Christ 
Church,  111  Central  Ave.,  Gaithersburg, 

Md.  Contributions  in  her  memory  may  be 
made  to  The  Wellness  Community, 
www.wellnesscommunitydcorg  or  to  Mont- 
gomery Hospice,  Montgomeryhospice.org. 


1955  March 

Patricia  Walker  Vining 

GramsBostn@aol.com 
No  news. 


29 


1955  September 

Aline  Sullivan 

alinesullivan@vahoo.com 


Sylvia  Howard  Wilson  passed  away  this 
summer.  During  her  career  she  had  worked 
at  McLean  Hospital  and  the  Melrose- 
Wakefield  Hospital.  She  received  a BA  from 
Leslie  College.  Sylvia  lived  in  Arlington  for 
many  years  before  moving  to  Cambridge. 
She  was  a founding  member  of  Cornerstone 
Cooperative  Housing  in  Cambridge.  She 
leaves  four  children. 

Anna  Batista  Melloni  passed  away  at  You- 
ville  Hospital  in  September.  After  graduating 
from  MGH,  Anna  received  a BSN  from  Sim- 
mons and  a MS  in  rehabilitation  nursing  from 
Boston  University.  She  was  a nursing  in- 
structor at  the  Somerville  Hospital  School  of 
Nursing  and  a professor  of  nursing  at  Bunker 
Hill  Community  College.  Anna  leaves  her 
husband  of  55  years,  Jim,  a son,  a daughter, 
and  four  grandchildren. 

Edna  Farrell  Ross  and  Art  have  settled  into 
their  assisted  living  home.  Edna  is  volun- 
teering in  a literacy  program  in  the  area. 


Janet  Burke  Potter  has  sold  her  house  in 
Naples,  FL  and  is  moving  to  the  Chicago 
area  to  be  near  one  of  her  sons. 


In  April,  Barbara  Fox  Kaslow  and  Jack 
moved  to  a townhouse  in  Andover,  MA  near 
their  former  home.  Jack  had  just  had  im- 
plants for  prostate  cancer.  They  spent  some 
time  at  the  beach  in  June  for  a much  needed 
rest.  She  had  made  reservations  to  attend 
Homecoming  last  year  but  had  to  cancel. 
Marie  Donovan  Kent  and  Shirley  Donaghy 
Hamel,  regular  attendees,  were  there. 


My  mother  is  now  living  in  an  assisted  living 
residence.  I think  however,  she  will  need 
nursing-home  placement  in  the  near  future. 
David  and  I are  heading  off  for  a month  tour- 
ing India  and  Bhutan  with  friends. 


1958  September 

Ruth  Gedies  Russo 

No  news. 


1959  Fall 

Jane  Marie  Henrick,  R.N. 

I am  sorry  I missed  submitting  the  news  for 
the  last  issue;  I missed  the  deadijje. 

Class  gatherings:  In  May  2008  a group  met 
at  the  Met  Bar  & Grill  at  the  Natick  (MA) 

Mall  Present  were  Penny  Coyne,  Mary 
Jane  Carney  Coffey,  Margo  Johnson  Tay- 
lor, Eileen  Blackman  Williamson,  Jane 
Hartwell,  Mary  McCarthy  Perry,  Mary  Fur- 
ber_Raymond,  Sheila  Murphy  Cram, 

Melba  Cederholm  Armour,  Betty  Linden 
Coricannon,  and  Jane  Marie  Henrick  In 
July  2008  another  group  gathered  at  Bill  & 
Betty  Linden  Concannon’s  home  on 
Squam  Lake  in  New  Hampshire.  Present 
were  Barbara  Phaneuf  Murphy,  Nancy 
Pierce  McDonough,  Lucy  Hofer  Baker, 
Phyl  Harvey  Smith,  Deet-c  Bailey  Roma, 
Eileen  Blackman  Williamson,  Ruthie 
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Blanford  Brayton,  Carol  French  Publi- 
cover,  Mary  Houde  Gosby  (Carol’s  MGH 
friend)  and  Jane  Marie  Henrick  It  was  a 
very  stormy  day  with  a tornado  touching 
down  about  40  miles  from  where  we  met. 

But  we  were  all  safe  in  our  time  together  and 
travel.  Our  time  was  spent  listening  as  we 
went  through  the  yearbook  and  got  updates 
on  all  our  classmates.  Betty  provided  us 
with  a wonderful  lunch.  Both  gatherings 
gave  us  a chance  to  know  each  other  better 
and  renew  the  friendships  that  started  when 
we  were  young  adults.  What  a treasure!  I 
stayed  overnight  and  had  a great  boat  trip 
with  Bill  and  Betty  around  Squam  and  Little 
Squam  Lakes.  It  was  a glorious,  warm  and 
sunny  day  in  great  company. 

Mary  Furber  Raymond  I am  still  working 
part-time  in  the  schools  and  two  days  a 
week  in  an  endocrinologist's  office.  I lost  my 
husband,  Al,  in  March  2008.  He  was  diag- 
nosed with  metastatic  cancer  and  passed 
away  4 week  later.  Needless  to  say,  my 
world  is  different,  but  I'm  fortunate  to  have 
the  support  and  love  of  many  friends.  I get 
together  with  Mary  McCarthy  and  Jane 
Hartwell  on  occasion  but  keep  in  touch  by 
phone  frequently.  I hope  all  is  well  with  eve- 
ryone else. 

Ester  Crossman  Hall  Knight  I'm  working 
full  time  as  a Health  Services  Consultant  for 
the  State  of  Maine.  We  license  and  certify 
nursing  homes.  I also  work  part  time  as  con- 
sultant for  a seven  bed  assisted  living  facility 
on  Chebeague  Island.  A year  ago,  Che- 
beague  Island  became  the  newest  town  in 
Maine.  We  seceded  from  the  town  of  Cum- 
berland to  save  the  Island  school,  which 
three  of  my  grandchildren  attend.  Two  of  my 
children  live  on  the  Island  within  walking  dis- 
tance from  my  house.  I'm  hoping  to  get  to 
Homecoming  for  our  50th  anniversary. 

Lorraine  Roy  Cournoyer  I leave  Sept  9th 
for  Maui  till  the  25th.  The  only  milestone  for 
me  this  year  is  the  big  70. 

Delores  Jakubczyk  Mougin  We  ll  be  out 

in  Northern  CA  the  last  half  of  October  to 
visit  my  daughter  and  her  family.  We  had  a 
great  trip  to  Europe  the  last  part  of  May  into 


June,  2008.  We  enjoyed  Madrid  and  Barce- 
lona and  then  cruised  from  Barcelona  to  Italy 
and  Croatia.  Saw  the  ruins  in  Pompeii  and 
Carthage.  We  are  enjoying  our  retire- 
ment. Hope  to  make  it  to  the  50’*^  Reunion.  I 
enjoyed  the  pictures  of  the  summer  get  to- 
gether. 

Jane  Adams  Watt  I am  continuing  to  read 
to  the  preschoolers  at  the  library  and  will  be 
tutoring  again  this  year  at  a Baltimore  City 
School.  I sure  do  wish  I were  closer  to  most 
of  you  as  I really  do  hate  having  to  miss  your 
wonderful  get-togethers. 

Sheila  Murphy  Cram  Life  is  quiet  for  me  I 
enjoy  retirement! 


Jane  Marie  Henrick  Life  is  full  I put  to- 
gether a Henrick  Family  Reunion  in  June 
with  68  relatives,  ages  1 month  to  99  years 
attending.  Some  of  us  had  not  been  to- 
gether since  childhood.  The  loving  energy  in 
the  room  was  exhilarating.  I celebrated  my 
70th  birthday  in  July.  My  gift  request  was 
each  person  had  to  tell  a “Jane  Marie”  story 
at  the  party.  It  was  great  to  hear  what  my 
nursing  colleagues  had  to  say  as  well  as  my 
family.  They  were  funny,  loving,  and  appre- 
ciative. I enjoy  time  with  my  grandchildren 
who  are  now  10,  6,  and  4 and  twins  one  year 
old.  In  February  I will  have  a 6"^  grandchild, 
a girl.  In  October  2008  I will  be  in  California 
for  3 weeks  renewing  many  friendships 
made  in  the  14  years  I lived  there. 

Barbara  Frank  Knapp.  Our  family  is  grow- 
ing! My  son  Dave  and  wife  Cindy  welcomed 
a son,  Harrison  Kreeger  Knapp  on  July  21 . 

It  is  their  first  and  the  Knapp  name  will  con- 
tinue!!!! My  daughter  Diana  and  husband, 
Rick  Ledford,  have  a 9 month  old  daughter 
Allison.  Both  Diana  and  Dave  live  in  Chi- 
cago with  their  families.  My  other  daughter, 
Linda  and  husband,  Dennis  McDermott, 
have  four;  Sam  9,  Elizabeth  8,  Patrick  6,  and 
Nathan  4.  Linda  has  a busy  practice  as  a 
pediatrician  here  in  Cedar  Rapids  while  Den- 
nis does  a great  job  as  a stay-at-home-Dad 
transporting  everyone  to  many  varied  activi- 
ties, lessons,  etc.  Jim  and  I took  our  second 
trip  to  China  last  year  and  traveled  the  Silk 
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Road  covering  4000  miles.  It  is  not  for  the 
weak!!!  Fun  but  exhausting.  We  have  a 
second  home  in  Naples,  Florida  where  we  go 
part  of  the  winter  to  escape  Iowa  winters.  I 
am  involved  with  several  boards:  Mercy  Hos- 
pital, Symphony,  YWCA,  United  Way,  and 
Mt.  Mercy  College  where  I am  Vice-Chair  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  so  my  life  is  full  with 
grand  kids  and  just  enough  intellectual  stimu- 
lation! I will  visit  Barbara  Murphy  in  October 
and  definitely  plan  to  be  at  our  50th  reunion 
next  year. 

Carol  French  Publicover  Jerry  and  I re- 
main in  relatively  good  health,  active  and  al- 
ways ready  to  travel.  We  are  very  fortunate 
to  have  all  five  of  our  children,  ten  of  our 
twelve  grandchildren  and  five  of  our  six  great 
grandchildren  live  less  than  40  minutes  away 
from  us.  At  the  end  of  January,  we  will  cele- 
brate our  50th  wedding  anniversary,  wonder- 
ing how  so  many  years  could  possibly  have 
flown  by!  As  I'm  sure  those  who  were  pre- 
sent at  Betty  Linden  Concannon's  summer 
luncheon  in  July  may  have  already  told  you, 
getting  together  was  a wonderful  experi- 
ence. The  many  years  since  graduation  just 
evaporated  and  we  had  such  fun  enjoying 
each  other's  company.  While  there,  a 
thought  came  to  me.  Since  so  many  of  us 
either  live  in  or  visit  Florida  each  winter,  why 
not  have  a reunion  here?  Going  forward  with 
that  idea,  I'm  inviting  everyone  to  come  to  a 
gathering  and  luncheon  on  Saturday,  Febru- 
ary 7,  2009  from  noon  to  whenever.  Please 
mark  it  on  your  calendars  and  try  to  come! 

We  live  in  Central  Florida,  just  northwest  of 
Orlando  at  the  terminus  of  Hwy  #429.  For 
further  info,  you  may  reach  me  by  e-mail  at 
carolpublicover@cfl.rr.com  or  snail  mail  at 
71 1 Crepe  Myrtle  Circle,  Apopka,  FL  32712. 
Hoping  to  see  you...  Carol. 

Phyl  Harvey  Smith.  Phyl  and  Dave  took  a 
cross  country  rail  trip  in  May  and  she  says  it 
was  wonderful.  It  was  something  they  had 
planned  to  do  for  many  years.  I need  to 
chime  in  here  and  say  what  a great  time  we 
had  last  week  at  Betty’s.  Good  food  and 
good  company  and  it  looks  as  if  everyone 
made  it  home  despite  the  nearby  tornado. 

Like  Ruth,  I am  always  impressed  by  the  in- 
teresting women  who  were  my  class  mates. 
There  was  talk  about  holding  a Florida  mini- 
reunion this  winter  for  our  southern  sisters, 
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and  I hope  you  can  get  together  to  see  what 
you  have  missed.  Hope  to  see  many  of  you 
at  the  50th.  Phyllis 

Nancy  Pierce  McDonough  Nancy  worked 
many  years  in  the  field  of  occupational 
health.  She  is  one  of  the  pioneers  in  devel- 
oping programs  for  large  corporations.  A 
while  ago  she  had  a fire  in  her  condo,  but  is 
now  resettled.  Her  grandson  has  faced 
many  challenges  and  she  is  his  main  sup- 
port. Nancy  says,  “I  got  home  OK,  but  was 
surprised  to  learn  later  that  as  I traveled  on 
one  side  of  Lake  Winnipesauke,  the  tornado 
was  traveling  up  the  other  side!  Pretty  scary 
in  retrospect!  It  was  a delightful  day,  and 
I've  had  a rush  of  memories  ever 
since.  Thank  you,  Betty.” 

Lucy  Baker  Hofer.  She  is  preparing  to  sell 
the  farm  that  has  meant  a lot  to  her  and  her 
husband.  This  will  be  a big  change  for  both 
of  them. 

Deet-c  Bailey  Roma  She  keeps  busy  with 
her  family,  church  and  her  many  projects. 
She  is  in  NH  most  of  the  year  with  time  in 
Florida  after  the  holidays. 

Barbara  Phaneuf  Murphy  She  has  moved 
from  their  home  in  Littleton  to  a community 
in  Plymouth.  She  is  happy  there  now  that 
she  is  resettled,  but  says  she  still  has  nostal- 
gia for  the  spring  blooming  of  a tree  in  her 
former  yard.  After  years  of  traveling  the  50 
states  consulting  in  nursing,  she  is  now  re- 
tired. 

Marilyn  Gifford  Raleigh  All  is  going  well 
here.  Dave  is  going  to  have  a knee  replace- 
ment on  March  1 1 , 2008.  They  are  going  to 
use  one  of  the  new  Otis  knees  - built  to  fit.  I 
am  sure  that  he  will  do  just  fine.  The  family 
is  all  fine.  We  have  a little  great  grand- 
daughter 18  months  old  and  we  are  all  en- 
joying her.  Jane  Hartwell  keeps  me  posted 
with  all  of  the  goings  on,  which  I really  enjoy. 

I am  keeping  very  busy  with  my  family,  vol- 
unteer one  day  a week  in  the  high  school 
library,  am  on  the  ADA  committee  for  the 
town  of  West  Bridgewater,  and  am  still  in- 
volved in  politics. 

Eileen  Blackman  Williamson  Eileen  and 


her  husband  are  busy  providing  childcare  for 
their  grandchildren  in  Salem,  MA  and  keep- 
ing up  their  Bedford  and  Cape  Cod  homes. 
They  do  a lot  of  entertaining  on  the  Cape. 
Both  are  happily  retired. 

Ruthie  Blanford  Brayton  She  continues  to 
summer  in  Burlington  VT,  where  her  daugh- 
ter lives,  and  is  at  home  in  Berkley  CA  the 
rest  of  the  year.  She  has  been  helping  her 
sister-in-law  with  Ruthie’s  brother  who  has 
ALS.  Ruthie  writes,  “it  was  so  lovely  to  see 
the  group  of  12  at  Betty's  home  right  down 
the  path  from  Squam  Lake.  I was  concerned 
that  everyone  got  home  safely  as  there  was 
this  awful  tornado  in  NH.  I don't  think  it  was 
in  the  direction  that  any  of  you  were  travel- 
ing. But  heavy  rains  could  have  caused  you 
problems.  This  morning  the  sun  was  shining 
so  beautifully!  We  didn't,  however,  need  the 
sun.  We  had  a lovely  lunch  and  plenty  to 
talk  about  as  we  went  through  the  yearbook. 
Thank  you  to  Betty.  I think  you  are  a remark- 
able group  of  interesting  women.  How  did 
we  get  so  lucky  49  years  ago  to  choose  just 
the  right  school  and  such  great  class- 
mates????? For  those  of  you  who  missed  it, 
the  warmth  and  camaraderie  were  just  as  if 
we  were  together  yesterday.” 

50‘^  Class  Reunion  plans  are  in  progress 
for  our  celebration.  It  will  be  on  the  after- 
noon & evening  of  Friday,  September  25^^. 
The  Alumnae  Homecoming  Luncheon  is  the 
next  day,  Saturday.  We  have  a reservation 
to  use  the  dining  area  that  we  knew  as  the 
Doctors  Dining  Room.  It  is  open  with  a view 
to  the  Bulfinch  Lawn.  We  are  waiting  to  see 
if  the  Trustees  Room  which  is  in  Bulfinch 
Building  is  available  for  a Cocktail  Hour  be- 
fore dinner.  Some  classmates  are  interested 
in  getting  together  at  the  Old  Suffolk  Jail, 
which  is  now  an  elite  hotel  & lounge.  More 
info  to  come  in  early  2009.  Send  me  any 
thoughts/requests  you  have.  Keep  the 
weekend  of  September  25-27,  2009  open 
so  we  can  all  reunite. 

1959  March 
Mary  Flannery  Caira 

Alice  Wright  Burd:  No  news 


Gail  Ken  Clemmer  writes:  David  will  be 
married  this  month,  to  a woman  from  Seat- 
tle. He  has  known  her  for  more  than  two 
years.  Ellen  and  her  family  were  back  from 
Africa  for  six  weeks  this  summer.  They  have 
returned  to  Dar  es  Salaam,  for  another  two 
years,  where  they  will  work  with  USAID. 

Gail  had  some  wonderful  time  with  them  in 
Pennsylvania.  She  enjoyed  her  shore  home 
in  Delaware  this  summer,  and  has  returned 
to  her  Florida  residence. 

Gene  Shaffer  Corcoran  continues  to  spend 
a few  hours  weekly  caring  a disabled  woman 
with  MS.  She  does  lots  of  reading.  Susan  is 
a property  manager  in  Raleigh,  NC.  Susan’s 
son,  Christopher,  expects  to  be  deployed  to 
Iraq  or  Afghanistan  with  the  Army.  Dan  and 
June  are  fine  and  live  near  Gene.  JD  and 
Wendy  live  in  Selma,  NC,  on  a small  ranch 
with  cattle,  goats,  and  chickens.  JD  works 
with  Nortel  in  Durham.  Their  daughter, 
three-year-old  Jenna,  is  Gene’s  youngest 
grandchild. 

Nancy  Bassett  Campbell  plays  duplicate 
bridge  4-5  times  a week.  She  and  Donald 
enjoyed  six  weeks  in  Florida.  They  also 
spent  time  in  PA,  tending  to  Donald’s  hun- 
dred-year-old family  home.  They  both  play 
golf.  Nancy  still  occasionally  works  on  her 
old  unit.  The  children  are  well.  She  enjoys 
her  grandsons,  ages  ten  and  thirteen  in  CT, 
and  granddaughters,  ages  six  and  eight  in 
Seattle. 

Marilyn  Thayer  Cote;  Mai  and  Bob  reside 
in  a new  home  on  their  daughter’s  property. 
They  spent  the  winter  in  Florida. 

Roslyn  Ruggiero  Elms  Sutherland:  Roz 

and  Donald  spend  a lot  of  time  traveling.  In 

2008,  they  went  to  Costa  Rica,  China,  Indo- 
nesia, Singapore,  England  and  Italy.  Donald 
also  went  to  Rwanda  and  Uganda.  They 
also  visited  their  children  in  Michigan,  Wash- 
ington, D C.,  North  Carolina  and  Idaho.  In 

2009,  they  plan  to  travel  to  Hawaii,  Africa, 
Polynesia,  and  Easter  Island.  Heather 
teaches  Ethics  and  Strategy  in  the  Kogord 
Business  School  at  American  University  in 
Washington,  D C.  Her  husband,  Joe,  has 
returned  from  Iraq,  and  is  stationed  in  Quan- 
tico.  Laurel  and  her  husband,  John,  are  on 
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the  faculty  at  the  University  of  Michigan, 
where  he  is  a molecular  biologist  and  she 
teaches  in  the  Institute  for  Social  Science 
Research.  They  have  a son,  Lucas  Chunha 
Elms  Kim,  who  is  twenty  months  old,  and 
quite  entertaining.  Roz’s  ninety-three  year 
old  mother  still  lives  independently  in  Sacra- 
mento. She  is  healthy,  active  in  her  church, 
sings  in  a band,  and  never  misses  a party. 

Elaine  Finley  Flanigan  went  to  Denver  for 
Thanksgiving,  and  then  traveled  on  to  Sun 
City,  Arizona,  to  see  her  sister.  She  spends 
her  time  gardening,  reading  and  trying  to 
keep  up  with  an  outsized  house.  The  elec- 
tion kept  her  attention,  as  well  as  the  horrific 
economic  scene,  and  she  is  glad  that  at 
least  one  turned  out  well.  Three  of  her 
grandchildren  are  in  college.  All  of  the 
grandchildren  are  well  and  wonderful.  She 
spends  time  with  her  youngest  grandchild, 
Charlie.  She  goes  fishing  with  him  when  he 
can  fit  it  into  his  busy  schedule.  Her  sons: 

John  IS  in  Denver,  Michael  is  in  Vermont  and 
Kevin  is  in  Wellesley. 

Roberta  Fitzgerald  Fitzie  has  been  travel- 
ing. She  went  to  CA  to  visit  her  cousin 
Kevin,  to  Portland,  OR,  to  visit  a priest 
friend.  Father  Richard  Colgan,  and  to  North- 
ern Tuscany  with  an  Elder  Hostel  Group  to 
study  Renaissance  Art,  Sculpture,  Architec- 
ture, and  History.  She  continues  singing  le- 
sions and  sings  with  two  groups.  She  sang 
at  Carnegie  Hail  with  one  of  the  groups, 
which  performed  Durufles’s  Requiem  with 
the  Masterworks  Festival  Chorus.  She  will 
be  moving  into  a larger  apartment  the  end  of 
this  month  and  hopes  to  buy  a place  when 
the  market  improves.  She  will  have  cataract 
surgery  in  the  near  future.  She  will  spend 
Thanksgiving  in  CT  with  her  cousins. 

Amanda  McCrea  Fuhro:  Bunny  and  Vic 

are  on  South  Padre  Island  from  May  to  Sep- 
tember, where  they  spend  time  boogie 
boarding,  and  are  in  New  Jersey  the  rest  of 
the  time,  where  Victor  coaches  his  grand- 
daughter’s basketball  team.  The  fifteen  and 
seventeen  year  old  girls  are  over  six  feet  tall. 

The  older  granddaughter  is  being  recruited 
by  colleges  for  her  basketball  skills.  Their 
three  younger  granddaughters  are  more 
centered  on  the  arts.  Both  daughters  and  all 
five  granddaughters  are  also  horse  women.  34 


Victor  and  Bunny  have  been  to  Alaska,  and 
plan  to  explore  the  Florida  Keys,  travel  the 
Natchez  Trace,  do  the  opera  season  in 
Santa  Fe,  visit  the  Grand  Canyon,  and  travel 
up  the  West  Coast.  Bunny  plans  to  do  some 
genealogical  search  of  her  family  and  organ- 
ize fifty  years  of  photos.  She  will  also  start 
trying  to  organize  the  retirees  of  the  Univer- 
sity into  an  association. 

Maxine  Clark  Hybarger  and  her  daughter, 
Gail,  walked  a half  marathon  to  raise  money 
for  the  Children’s  Tumor  Foundation,  which 
is  seeking  a cure  for  Neurofibromatosis. 
Maxine  spent  two  weeks  in  Mississippi  help- 
ing to  rebuild  homes  damaged  by  Katrina. 
She  and  Ray  were  on  a river  cruise  in  East- 
ern Europe  when  they  received  an  urgent 
call  that  their  son,  Gerry,  was  dying.  They 
reached  his  bedside  a few  hours  before  his 
death.  Maxine  is  recovering  from  a recent 
fall  as  well.  Our  condolences  go  to  Maxine 
and  her  family. 

Barbara  King  Hemingway  and  Herman 
spend  part  of  the  year  at  their  second  home 
in  Sherbrooke,  Quebec.  Herman  has  retired 
from  teaching  and  continues  to  practice  law. 
He  also  enjoys  playing  the  saxophone  by 
ear.  Barbara  teaches  an  informal  seminar  at 
UMASS/Boston  and  continues  to  paint  in 
watercolor.  She  had  a great  time  visiting 
China  in  July. 

Eleanor  Dyer  Hamilton;  Ellie  loves  her 
cozy  apartment.  She  works  fifteen  hours  a 
week. 

Ruth  Fife  Mann:  Ruth  and  Ginger  are  well. 

Judith  Palmer  Muggia:  Judie  and  Al  were 
in  France  in  September.  Al  enjoys  retire- 
ment, and  is  teaching  at  the  Tufts  Learning 
in  Retirement  Program.  He  is  still  biking  and 
skiing.  Judie  is  busy  with  her  business  - 
Galapagos  Direct  - and  volunteers  with  the 
League  of  Women  Voters  and  a local  pond 
association.  They  still  travel  to  Canada  and 
Europe.  Their  son,  Al,  practices  in  Gastro- 
enterology, flies  a plane,  and  plays  competi- 
tive duplicate  bridge.  His  wife,  Melanie, 
sings  with  the  Treble  Chorus,  and  their  three 
children  are  all  busy  in  school.  Will  is  CEO 
of  the  Westfield  Capital  Group  at  Boston  Pri- 
vate Bank.  Brooke  manages  the  four  chil- 


dren  who  attend  the  Park  School  in  Brook- 
line. The  family  is  involved  in  civic  activities. 
Frank  practices  litigation  law  in  upstate  New 
York.  His  wife,  Denise,  enjoys  tennis,  and  is 
busy  managing  the  schedules  of  their  three 
children. 

Mary  Jannino  Romeo  continues  to  work 
two  days  a week.  She  and  Ernie  are  well. 
Mary’s  mother,  Theresa  Jannino,  died  re- 
cently. Our  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mary 
and  her  family. Mary  Duggan  Roy  and  Norm 
are  well  and  busy  with  their  large  family. 
They  just  returned  from  a trip  to  Ireland. 

She  was  having  eighteen  at  the  house  for 
Thanksgiving.  Their  daughter,  Michelle,  and 
her  family  have  moved  from  Luxemburg  to 
Virginia. 

Suzanne  Seymour  had  some  health  issues, 
but  is  now  better.  She  was  busy  campaign- 
ing for  Hillary  and  working  for  the  Democ- 
ratic Convention  in  CO.  Her  son,  Kevin,  and 
his  wife,  Nicki,  visited  from  London.  She 
continues  to  enjoy  gardening. 

Mary  Flannery  Caira  is  working  is  working 
twelve  to  sixteen  hours  a week  for  Hospice 
and  as  a supervisor  at  a Catholic  Nursing 
Home.  She  has  recently  traveled  through 
the  Panama  Canal  on  the  Coral  Princess 
and  spent  a week  in  Orlando,  seeing  Dis- 
ney World  through  the  eyes  of  her  three- 
year-old  granddaughter,  Abbey.  Her  chil- 
dren and  grandchildren  are  all  doing  okay. 

Remembering  Our  Fiftieth  Reunion 

On  Friday,  September  26,  2008,  our  50^'' 
anniversary  celebration  of  graduation  from 
the  MGH  School  of  Nursing  began  with  an 
elegant  cocktail  party  at  the  hilltop  home  of 
Barbara  and  Herman  Hemingway  in 
Brookline.  On  Saturday,  September  27"^, 
eight  of  us  were  at  Homecoming  at  the 
Radisson  Hotel  in  Boston.  We  were  hon- 
ored along  with  the  September,  1958  class, 
as  members  of  the  fifty  year  reunion  class. 
Roz  was  applauded  as  the  first  Director  of 
the  Nursing  Program  at  the  MGHIHP.  In 
the  evening  we  gathered  at  the  lovely,  spa- 
cious home  of  Mary  and  Norm  Roy  in  Wes- 
ton for  a wonderful  class  dinner.  Each  of  us 
received  an  MGHNAA  coffee  mug  as  a me- 
mento of  the  event.  On  Sunday,  Septem- 
ber 28*'^,  some  of  us  gathered  at  Mary 


Flannery  Caira’s  home  in  Watertown  for  a 
brunch.  We  welcomed  three  men  into  our 
group:  Roz’s  husband,  Don,  Nancy’s  signifi- 
cant other,  Donald,  and  Elaine’s  husband. 
Herb.  All  in  all,  it  was  a memorable  celebra- 
tion. Fifty  years  ago,  who  would  have 
thought  we  would  be  this  successful  and 
lucky?  Sincere  thanks  to  Amanda,  Elaine, 
Mary  Roy  and  Barbara  for  all  their  work  that 
made  it  such  a wonderful  time.  The  Quilt  is 
finally  framed  and  hung  on  a wall  in  the 
Knight  Center  in  the  Founders’  Building 
(formerly  the  Phillips  House).  The  plaque 
reads,  “ In  loving  memory  of  our  classmate 
and  friend,  Jamin  Schofield  Gurarino  The 
Class  of  March,  1959,  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital  School  of  Nursing.”  It  is  beauti- 
ful. I was  too  busy  working  or  having  a good 
time  to  gather  much  news  on  the  weekend, 
so  for  some  of  you  there  is  not  much  news. 
Please  send  me  some  information  and  I will 
send  out  another  newsletter  in  a few  months. 
Please  review  the  contact  list,  and  if  there 
are  errors,  let  me  know.  I will  send  out  the 
corrections. 

I have  $730  for  the  Class  Gift  designated  for 
the  Accelerated  14  month  BSN  program  at 
the  MGHIHP.  I am  waiting  for  a few  more 
checks  to  arrive.  Hopefully,  I will  be  able  to 
send  this  off  in  a week  or  two. 

1960  March 

Priscilla  Webster  Ramsey  PhD,  RN,  CS 

pwramsev@aol.com 

In  anticipation  of  our  50’^  anniversary,  sev- 
eral classmates  have  contributed  a short  bio 
of  current  and  past  personal  and  profes- 
sional activities  for  this  publication.  Our 
thanks  to  Cheryl  Smethurst  Pratt,  who  got 
the  ball  rolling  this  summer  as  she  and  hus- 
band David  toured  the  New  England  and 
Southern  states  in  their  luxurious  mobile 
home  visiting  old  friends  and  classmates. 
Let’s  start  with  Cheryl.  She  writes,  “I  had 
the  privilege  to  travel  from  Colorado  for  two 
and  a half  months  in  our  RV.  The  purpose 
of  the  trip  was  to  reconnect  with  friends  and 
family.  While  on  the  East  coast,  we  visited 
with  Mary  Jane  (Nassar)  St.  Amour,  Joyce 
(Orsini)  Reetz,  Helen  (Schwartz)  Bidwell, 
Noel  (Kennedy)  Smethurst,  and  Priscilla 
(Webster)  Ramsey.  On  a previous  trip  last 
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year,  we  stopped  by  to  visit  with  Edwina 
Steward  Rosenbusch  in  Salt  Lake  City 
What  a wonderful  reunion  and  honestly,  I 
can  say  we  look  fabulous,  healthy  and  vital, 
and  able  to  recall  pleasant  memories  of  our 
days  together  at  MGH.  After  graduation,  I 
was  a private  scrub  to  Dr.  Claude  Welch 
prior  to  marrying  David  Pratt.  After  3 chil- 
dren, I returned  to  nursing  as  an  L&D  nurse. 
For  several  tears,  I taught  in  an  LPN  pro- 
gram, both  clinical  and  classroom.  When  I 
retired  I turned  my  interests  to  quilting.  I 
have  had  great  success  in  the  contemporary 
quilt  movement  and  enjoy  the  creativity  that 
has  been  lying  dormant  for  so  many  years.  I 
hope  to  see  many  of  you  at  our  50th  reunion 
in  2009.” 

Mary  Jane:  “I  retired  from  part-time  teaching 
about  10  years  ago,  after  26  years  at  Middle- 
sex Community  College.  I have  continued  to 
keep  my  RN  license  active  and  don’t  want  to 
give  up  nursing;  it  is  an  important  part  of  who 
I am!  I do  lots  of  neighborly  and  family  con- 
sulting. Our  son  lives  in  New  Jersey  with  his 
wife  and  two  children.  Another  son  and  wife 
live  in  Portland,  OR  and  have  a son.  Our 
children  and  grands  are  the  lights  in  my  life. 
We  have  a home  on  Westport  Island,  ME. 
Paul  and  I are  there  most  of  the  summer. 
Visitors  are  always  welcome  - come  on  by. 

I enjoy  travel,  books,  bridge,  a good  walk, 
and  visits  with  friends.  After  Katrina,  I joined 
a volunteer  emergency  response  group  in 
Bedford  called  “CERT.”  Life  has  been  good 
to  me;  I treasure  my  memories  of  MGH,  and 
I will  be  at  the  50*'^  reunion.  Hope  to  see  you 
all  there.” 

Joyce:  “Following  a year  working  at  MGH, 
my  dear  friend  Susan  Kenyon  and  I traveled 
to  San  Francisco  to  work  and  enjoy  the  west 
coast.  I met  my  husband  Jack  there,  and  we 
were  married  in  San  Diego  in  1964.  We  re- 
turned to  the  East  coast  in  1967  and  lived  in 
Acton,  MA  for  35  years.  I became  reac- 
quainted with  Cheryl  and  Mary  Jane  at  that 
time.  Susan  and  I unfortunately  lost  touch 
with  each  other,  our  lives  going  down  differ- 
ent paths.  Sadly,  I learned  many  years  later 
that  she  had  passed  away.  We  now  live  in 
Arundel  ME,  having  moved  here  to  be  closer 
to  our  grandchildren.  Our  son,  wife,  and  3 
grandsons  live  a few  miles  from  our  house  in 
Kennebunk.  Our  unmarried  daughter  lives  in 


Charlotte  NC.  We  love  living  in  Maine,  and 
it  is  truly  ‘the  way  life  should  be’." 

Edwina:  “I  retired  from  my  position  as  a 
school  psychologist  in  an  upstate  New  York 
school  district  and  moved  with  my  husband 
to  Salt  Lake  City  10  years  ago.  I practiced 
nursing  part-time  for  14  years  before  return- 
ing to  college  for  a master’s  degree.  For  the 
past  2 years,  my  husband  Tom  and  I have 
been  a part  of  the  Jiangsu  Province  Interna- 
tional Education  Exchange  program  teaching 
English  to  Chinese.  Currently,  I am  the 
Chair  of  the  Steering  Committee  for  the  do- 
cents and  volunteer  services  of  the  Utah  Mu- 
seum of  Fine  Arts  and  past  President  of  the 
Newcomers  Club  in  Salt  Lake  City.  My  hus- 
band and  I enjoy  ballroom  dancing  and  hik- 
ing/snowshoeing  in  the  nearby  mountains. 

My  3 adult  children  live  here  with  our  4 
grandkids.  Lucky  me.” 

Helen:  “Our  visit  with  Cheryl  and  Dave  was 
one  of  the  real  highlights  of  the  summer.  Af- 
ter graduation,  I was  involved  with  behav- 
ioral research  at  MGH  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  Gene  Smith  from  Harvard.  In  this  study  I 
supervised  a team  of  nurses  who  ran  clinical 
control  studies  on  pain,  responses  to  pain, 
and  how  effective  white  noise  and  music 
were  in  alleviating  pain.  With  this  back- 
ground I interviewed  at  Yale  and  landed  a 
job  in  cancer  research.  Under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  Alvan  Feinstein,  I ran  a study  on  can- 
cer of  the  colon/rectum  investigating  the  out- 
comes of  slow  growing  tumors.  After  that,  I 
became  involved  in  the  community,  serving 
on  several  boards  including  League  of 
Women  Voters,  PTO,  Arts  Alliance,  and  a 
private  school.  I was  hired  as  a PR  director 
for  a private  school,  then  became  a consult- 
ant for  schools,  art  galleries,  retirement  com- 
munities, and  finally  became  an  editor  for  a 
weekly  newspaper  covering  Madison  (CT). 
During  this  time,  we  have  been  involved  in 
“A  Better  Chance”  (ABC)  for  minority  stu- 
dents, an  educational  program  which  we 
helped  to  found.  I have  two  children,  and 
daughter  lives  nearby  with  grandchildren  to 
spoil.  I live  in  Madison  CT  with  husband 
Blake.” 

Priscilla:  “I  have  just  retired  from  East  Ten- 
nessee State  University  (Johnson  City)  as 
professor  emeritus  after  18  years  on  the 


faculty.  I will  continue  to  work  half  time  as 
project  director  on  a federally  funded  project 
involving  6 outreach  sites.  I have  worked  in 
almost  all  areas  of  adult  health  nursing  in 
Alaska,  New  Mexico,  California,  South  Caro- 
lina, Massachusetts,  and  of  course  Tennes- 
see. I have  advanced  degrees  from  Clem- 
son  University  (go  Tigers!)  and  University  of 
Virginia  (go  Hoos!)  and  am  a BIG  football 
fan.  My  son  is  a police  captain  and  2 grand- 
children live  in  the  area.  Sadly,  my  husband 
John  died  following  complications  of  multiple 
sclerosis  with  which  he  had  struggled  for 
many  years.  I thoroughly  enjoyed  Cheryl 
and  David  Pratt’s  visit  and  have  made  a list 
of  “must  do’s”  for  next  time — like  hiking  the 
Appalachian  Trail,  Blue  Grass  Music  at  the 
Carter  Family  Fold,  traveling  on  the  best 
parts  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway,  and  the 
Scottish  Games  on  Grandfather  Mountain. 
Y’all  come  too!  Looking  forward  the  big  50*^ 

Marita  Bragg  Lowell:  “I  am  living  in  Acton 
ME  and  haven’t  been  active  in  nursing  for  18 
years  although  I worked  for  30  years  in  vari- 
ous capacities.  I now  consider  myself  a 
“nursasaurus!"  I worked  mostly  in  med/surg 
in  all  capacities  except  head  nurse.  I worked 
as  a night  supervisor  in  a nursing  home,  as  a 
hospital  charge  nurse,  nursing  home  direc- 
tor, OR  nurse,  home  health  nurse,  and  hos- 
pital float.  I have  been  registered  in  6 states. 
I sing  in  a choral  group  and  am  on  their 
board  of  directors.  I serve  on  the  school 
board  in  NH  and  was  on  the  board  of  direc- 
tors for  VNA.  I have  been  to  3 nursing  semi- 
nars in  the  Soviet  Union,  China,  and  Japan/ 
Tailand/Flong  Kong  in  the ‘80s.  I have 
been  married  to  Mark  for  49  years,  have  2 
sons  and  5 grandchildren.  We  spent  most  of 
our  years  in  New  England  but  also  lived  in 
Oklahoma  and  Arizona.” 

Noel  Kennedy  Smethurst:  “3  children,  4 
grandchildren,  divorced,  breast  cancer  survi- 
vor (thank  God),  worked  part-time  or  full  time 
continuously  since  graduation.  I retired  in 
2005.  Performed  in  3 musical  productions 
with  local  community  theater  and  was  the 
vocalist  for  a couple  of  traditional  (Dixieland) 
jazz  bands.  I enjoy  travel,  needlework,  and 
am  an  avid  reader.  I live  in  Acton  MA.” 


Shirley  Tryon  Walton:  “I  am  really  looking 
forward  to  our  class  reunion  and  hope  all  will 
attend.  I have  been  retired  4 years  after 
working  at  our  local  hospital  for  over  40 
years,  30  in  the  OR  and  10  on  nights  in  or- 
tho/med-surg  while  babysitting  our  grand- 
daughters, now  aged  19  and  21.  I joined  the 
Army  reserves  and  served  for  10  years  after 
Desert  Storm  at  the  age  of  51 ! While  in  the 
service,  I took  an  ICU  course  at  MGH.  How 
nursing  has  changed  since  we  were  probies. 

I made  Captain  and  the  Army  was  reluctant 
to  let  me  out,  but  I was  60  and  needed  2 to- 
tal knee  replacements.  The  knees  are  great 
now,  and  I am  able  to  ski.  Bob  and  I got  our 
private  pilot  license  for  our  50*^  birthday  and 
had  a Cesna  182  for  13  years.  We  flew  all 
over  the  country  and  the  Bahamas  and  had 
a great  time.  Bob  had  a “widow 
maker"  (AMI)  last  February  and  survived,  but 
life  has  changed  for  us  - much  more  laid 
back.  We  are  snow  birds  now  and  do  6 
months  in  Englewood  FL,  not  far  from 
Joanne  Blanchette  Sheehan  ” 

Joanne  (Blanchette)  Sheehan:  “Married  48 
years  to  Jere,  have  2 daughters  (one  an 
RN),  and  4 grandchildren.  Worked  at  Anna 
Jaques  Hospital  for  35  years  in  ICU/CCU 
and  ED.  Set  up  and  ran  an  echocardiogra- 
phy department  as  well.  In  1978,  I went 
back  to  MGH  and  became  an  adult  nurse 
practitioner,  working  for  a cardiology  medical 
group  until  1985.  I retired  from  the  ED  in 
1995  and  have  been  enjoying  my  retirement 
ever  since.  Jere  and  I are  Florida  residents 
spending  fall  and  winters  there  and  returning 
to  our  home  in  Newburyport  for  the  summer 
months.  I enjoy  photography  and  enter  my 
work  in  some  of  the  local  county  fairs  every 
year.” 

Brenda  (Locke)  Fitts:  Brenda  called  me 
about  her  news  - Brenda  lives  with  husband, 
Skipper,  in  Sweet  Briar,  VA.  Both  retired 
from  Sweet  Briar  College  where  Brenda 
worked  for  19  years  in  student  health  and 
Skipper  managed  the  book  store.  They 
have  2 children  and  2 grandchildren.  She 
enjoys  photography,  especially  birds. 
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1960 

Roberta  Rawson  Stidham 

iorost14163@aol.conn 

First  and  foremost,  how  sad  I was  to  read 
about  Judah  Folkman’s  unexpected  death  in 
January  2008  at  74  years  old.  I well  remem- 
ber working  as  a student  with  him  on  the 
surgical  unit.  Maybe  you  remember  Dr. 
Easterday  (BLI);  he  died  this  year  at  86 
years  old. 

We  have  lost  two  of  our  own  well-loved 
classmates  Gall  Greenwood  Leeper  of 
Fullerton,  CA,  passed  away  in  June,  and 
Gail  King  Lee  of  Larchmont,  NY,  passed 
away  in  June.  Both  ladies  suffered  from 
lung  diseases.  Editor’s  note:  another  class- 
mate, Gail  Jordan  Russwurm,  passed 
away  in  December,  2008. 

Now  for  some  news  of  the  living.  Judith 
McNeil  Platt  of  Hillsborough,  OR,  retired  in 
August,  2007  from  her  position  as  nurse 
case  manager  in  Neurosurgery. 

Our  Fall  2007  get  together  was  held  at  Jan 
Santos  Ludwig’s  new  home  in  Middleton, 

Rl.  Jan  has  since  welcomed  her  second 
grandchild,  a girl,  to  Heidi  and  Brad.  We  had 
a mystery  guest  show  up  all  the  way  from 
Bainbridge  Island,  WA,  in  the  person  of 
Nancy  Wheaton  Mercer.  Nancy  has  set  up 
a web  site  of  her  own  wildlife  photography 
and  art. 

Kate  Rosenfeld  Latta  and  husband  Bill  had 
an  exciting  trip  to  Australia  and  New  Zealand 
in  2007.  Can  you  picture  Kate  walking 
across  the  girders  of  the  Sydney  Harbor 
Bridge?  Their  latest  trip  was  to  the  Greek 
Isles. 

Linda  Walker  Housman  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Red  Hatters  group.  The  group  de- 
cided the  red  hats  and  purple  clothes  were 
too  “flashy”  so  they  now  dress  as  they 
please  and  call  themselves  the  “Mad  Hat- 
ters." 

Caroline  Stone  of  Plymouth,  MA  has  joined 


those  of  us  with  knee  replacements.  She  is 
doing  fine. 

Anne  Kiernan  of  Bourne,  MA  has  received 
many  awards  throughout  her  professional 
career.  Her  latest  award  was  conferred  by 
the  National  Student  Nurses  association. 
Anne  was  involved  in  nurse  education  for 
over  20  years. 

Jackie  L’Esperance  Durschinger  from  CA 
bumped  into  Sheila  Poules  Ellington  We 
now  have  her  email  address.  Jackie  has 
been  on  a trip  to  Macchu  Picchu  in  Peru  and 
hiked  into  the  Inca  ruins.  She  also  visited 
the  Galapagos  Islands  (one  of  me  and 
John’s  all  time  favorite  places  to  visit  also). 

Joan  Masterson  Kugel  of  Sacramento,  CA 
sent  me  Loretta  Lugaresi  Rabuczewski’s 

address  in  Temecula,  CA.  Joan  was  given 
the  award  of  the  year  for  2008  at  UC  Davis 
Medical  Center  in  Sacramento.  She  has 
been  a hospice  volunteer  for  many  years 
and  loves  the  job. 

Fifteen  classmates  met  for  lunch  at  Judy 
Kingston  Mushial’s  home  in  Scarborough, 
ME  in  June.  Judy  had  just  moved  to  her 
summer  home  overlooking  the  ocean  on  one 
side  and  the  bay  in  her  backyard. 

In  October  of  2008,  we  will  “round  up"  as 
many  classmates  as  we  can  and  drive  to 
Donna  Sweeney  HarriM’s  home  for  brunch 
Fortunately,  Donna  and  Jim  have  a large 
home  with  a dining  table  that  can  seat  a big 
group.  So  far  their  second  home  on  the 
Outer  banks  of  NC  has  had  no  damage  from 
the  storms,  including  Hurricane  Ike.  When 
you  read  this,  I shall  have  returned  from  a 
trip  to  Copper  Canyon  in  Mexico  and  the  bal- 
loon festival  in  Albuquerque,  where  our  son 
lives.  We  then  head  to  FL  for  the  winter. 

Remember  when  the  West  End,  Boston,  ur- 
ban renewal  project  took  place  in  1958? 
There  is  now  a museum  near  the  Old  Boston 
garden  site  that  is  dedicated  to  the  people 
who  lived  there  and  had  to  be  moved.  We 
found  it  by  accident  when  caught  in  a rain- 
storm and  ventured  in  through  an  unlocked 
door. 
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A news  article  rated  MGH  a good  place  to 
work,  especially  for  working  parents  and 
those  of  us  over  50. 

If  you  would  like  to  read  more  news,  please 
send  me  a snippet  of  what  you  are  doing. 

We  all  like  to  read  about  your  ventures  so 
keep  it  coming.  I am  going  to  change  my 
email  address  and  will  send  it  out  to  those 
on  my  list  when  we  do  change.  You  can  al- 
ways call  me. 

1961 

Marlene  Norton 

Rosevcrest@aol.com 

Hi  All, 

Anyone  missing  their  school  pin? 

Recently,  someone  contacted  me  that  an 
MGH  school  pin  was  found  in  the  Raleigh, 
NC  area.  There  is  a number  on  the  back  that 
would  seem  to  indicate  it  belongs  to  either 
someone  in  our  class  or  from  the  1960  class. 
Call  me  if  it’s  yours. 

Betty  Matricaria  Hutchinson  and  I continue 
to  attend  Homecoming.  Ann  Quink  Young 
joined  us  on  the  Friday  CE  Day.  Betty's  son 
and  family  left  Portland,  ME  and  returned  to 
Iowa.  Betty  continues  to  be  our  traveling 
nurse  on  a nationwide  basis.  She  is  happy  to 
announce  that  her  daughter,  Ann,  will  be 
getting  married  in  June. 

From  Willie  Evans  Lashley:  Would  love  to 
make  the  trip  for  our  50th  but  osteoporosis 
and  orthopedic  surgery  have  me  in  a w/c 
now.  Do  make  a comment  for  me  that  I 
would  love  to  see/feed/cold  drink  any  of 
those  snow  birds  from  our  class  whenever 
they  are  in  this  vicinity.  I am  in  Jensen’s  Re- 
tirement Community  in  Hampstead  NC, 
about  4 miles  from  the  ocean  (as  the  crow 
flies).  I do  have  this  for  sale  and  hope  to 
move  down  into  South  Carolina  soon — 
anybody  interested  in  moving  down??  910- 
270-3098.  Email  works  too:  lash- 
levw@charter.net  Love,  Willie 

Rosemary  Rice  Williston  is  slowly  recover- 
ing from  back  surgery  herself.  She  has  been 
getting  out  seeing  her  grandsons  play  in  soc- 
cer games. 


Gardening  can  be  dangerous!  I fell  and  frac- 
tured my  left  humerus  in  three  places.  Tied 
up  with  a sling  for  7 weeks  and  unable  to 
drive.  Looking  forward  to  getting  my  upper 
arm  strength  back.  Yes,  I am  back  to  light 
gardening.  The  doctor  would  not  give  me  an 
OK  to  go  to  FL.  I will  so  miss  those  warm 
swimming  pools.  Travel-  I did  get  to  go  on 
a cruise  to  Bermuda  this  summer.  It’s  a 
lovely  island  and  wished  I had  gone  before. 

I haven't  heard  from  many  of  you  lately. 
There  has  been  a By-Laws  change.  The  Re- 
cord v\/\\\  be  coming  out  only  once  a year  in 
January.  I would  love  to  hear  from  you  and 
share  your  letters  through  The  Record  but 
ask  that  you  send  your  letters  via  email  if 
possible  and  in  September.  Hope  all  is  well 
with  you  all.  Marlene 

1962 

From  Kathey  Marag  RIcho  Margaret  Car- 
son  Gilmore,  class  of  1962,  was  victorious 
in  the  November  New  Hampshire  elections 
and  won  a seat  in  the  NH  Senate,  making 
New  Hampshire  the  only  state  in  the  nation 
to  have  a majority  of  women  in  its  legisla- 
ture! We  are  very  proud  of  her.  Yet  another 
MGH  grad  blazing  trails!  The  campaign 
process  was  exciting,  tiring,  very  informative, 
and  a good  learning  experience  for  Sue  Huk 
and  me.  As  usual.  Peg  learned  and  faced 
every  challenge  with  grace  and  leadership 
and  aplomb.  Peg  was  interviewed  recently, 
along  with  the  other  women  in  the  Senate, 
for  an  NBC  news  broadcast. 

Susan  Huk  O’Shea  adds  the  following:  Mar- 
garet Carson  Gilmour,  class  of  1962,  won 
election  to  the  New  Hampshire  State  Sen- 
ate, district  12  (includes  Hollis,  Mason, 
Brookline  and  Nashua)  in  November,  2008. 
Classmates  Susan  Huk  O'Shea  and  Kathy 
Marag  Richo  served  on  her  campaign  com- 
mittee and  spread  the  word  about  her  quali- 
fied candidacy.  Peggy  has  been  a strong 
voice  in  the  forefront  of  health  care  issues, 
and  a leading  advocate  of  the  hospice  move- 
ment, both  nationally  and  locally,  having 
been  one  of  the  founders  and  President/ 

CEO  of  Home  Health  and  Hospice  Care  in 


40 


the  greater  Nashua  area.  Her  goal  is  to  be 
instrumental  in  effecting  positive  outcomes  in 
education,  economic,  and  health  care  issues 
through  the  political  process.  Peggy  is  a 
shining  example  of  yet  another  MGH  gradu- 
ate extending  her  vision  and  leadership 
qualities  to  benefit  the  larger  community  for 
the  common  good. 

Editor’s  note:  Margaret  is  slated  to  speak  at 
our  CE  day  on  September  25,  2009. 

1966 

Ann  Collins 

acollins6@Dartners.org 

Ann  Collins  had  only  a few  responses  to 
her  email  request  for  news  - let  us  hear 
from  you. 

Mary  Donnelly  Hunter  writes  that  she  re- 
tired 1/1/09,  after  27  years  with  the  same 
company  in  Nashville.  She  & her  family  plan 
to  divide  their  time  between  their  homes  in 
Tennessee  & South  Carolina,  keeping  her 
“nursing  self  active  with  board  memberships 
on  several  charities  in  her  community.  Her 
husband  and  daughter  are  well. 

Grace  Bianculli  McCann  writes  she  contin- 
ues to  work  at  the  Greater  Roslindale  Medi- 
cal & Dental  Center  (where  she  has  been 
since  1980)  as  a Pediatric  Nurse  Practitioner 
and  Director  of  their  Reach  Out  and  Read 
Program.  Her  extended  family  is  nearby 
(two  children  & four  grandchildren),  & she  & 
husband  John  are  the  number  one  baby- 
sitters. They  also  love  to  cruise  and  try  to 
take  one  or  two  cruises  a year.  She  recom- 
mends to  others  a recent  cruise  to  Bermuda 
out  of  Boston  - “no  airport  hassles,  etc.” 

Julie  Gordon  Chamberlain  writes  that  she 
was  recently  promoted  to  Assistant  Dean  for 
Curriculum  and  Instruction  at  the  Bon  Se- 
cours  Memorial  School  of  Nursing  in  Rich- 
mond, Virginia,  and  very  involved  in  efforts 
by  the  school  to  become  a degree-granting 
institution.  She  lives  in  Williamsburg,  near 
her  daughter  & two  granddaughters,  no 
doubt  also  a number  one  baby-sitter. 

Elaine  Oliver  Caciapuotti  writes  she  retired 


from  an  outpatient  GYN  practice  in  December, 
2007,  though  she  continues  to  fill  in  occasion- 
ally. She  & Dorn  have  downsized  to  a condo 
in  Haverhill.  She  lost  her  mother  last  year  but 
the  rest  of  the  family  is  well. 

That  is  all  the  news  we  have  heard  directly 
from  classmates.  I know  some  news  of  oth- 
ers Ann  Collins  & I (Susan  Fisher)  continue 
our  semi-regular  Sunday  morning  get- 
togethers  at  the  IHP  to  work  in  the  Archives. 
Ann  works  full  time  at  the  Brigham  as  a risk 
manager,  utilizing  both  her  nursing  and  her 
legal  skills.  She  travels  frequently  to  San 
Francisco  to  visit  her  grandchildren  & on  a re- 
cent trip  had  lunch  with  Joan  Gill.  Joan  is  re- 
tired from  her  case  management  position  out 
there.  She  lives  in  the  city  &,  says  Ann,  “is 
involved  in  everything.”  Joan  is  going  to  try  & 
time  her  annual  visit  to  New  England  to  coin- 
cide with  our  next  reunion.  Hope  to  see  you, 
Joan. 

Janet  Golden  Allen  retired  from  her  leader- 
ship position  at  the  MGH  Health  Center  in 
Everett  January  ’08.  She  & Ted  took  off  im- 
mediately for  their  winter  home  in  Naples,  Flor- 
ida. She  emailed  that  they  are  in  the  phone 
book  down  there  and  welcome  visitors.  During 
the  warmer  months  they  are  at  home  in  Sau- 
gus, where  they  are  number  one  baby  sitters 
for  their  4 (almost  5)  grandchildren,  who  all  live 
nearby.  Janet  also  works  part  time  for 
Bulfinch  Temps  at  the  MGH. 

Mat7  Egan  Aleksiewicz  was  one  of  the 
speakers  at  our  CE  day  last  September,  an 
excellent  presentation  based  on  her  experi- 
ence as  Vice  President  of  Nursing  at  the  Fair- 
lawn  Rehabilitation  facility  in  Worcester.  Mary, 
Ann,  Angela  Narkevicius  Branon  & I had  din- 
ner afterwards  at  Harvard  Gardens,  which  has 
gone  way  upscale  since  our  day!  Angela  is  an 
accomplished  artist.  You  can  see  her  work  at 
http://anqelabranon.wordpress.com. 

As  for  your  editor,  I retired  from  the  MGH  So- 
cial Service  Department  in  2006,  where  I had 
worked  for  over  twenty  years  in  a case  man- 
agement program  for  frail  elders.  I lost  my 
partner  of  35  years  last  March,  and  have  con- 
tinued to  maintain  our  small  antiquarian  book 
business  along  with  many  other  projects,  in- 
cluding the  MGH  Archives  & alumnae  work 
and  a growing  interest  in  photography. 
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1968 

Bonnie  Beith  Triplett 

Bonqarv2003@vahoo.com 


Hope  to  see  you  ALL  at  the  next  reun- 
ion. How  about  it?  We  don't  have  to  wait 
for  a "biggie",  like  #45  or  50!  Love  to  all, 
Bonnie 


Just  a note  for  the  Record.  There  were  4 
attendees  at  the  40th  reunion  of  our  class  of 
1968  last  September.  They  were  (me)  Bon- 
nie (Beith)  Triplett,  from  Efiand,  NC;  Mary 
Lou  Carr,  from  Rye,  NH;  Diane  Battle,  from 
New  York  City;  and  Betty  (Corbridge)  Al- 
drich, from  Falls  Church,  VA.  Of  course,  we 
were  surprised  and  disappointed  that  more 
weren't  able  to  come,  but  at  the  same  time 
delighted  to  be  in  each  other's  company,  and 
able  to  catch  up  on  a lot  of  years  of  news! 

The  Radisson  Homecoming  luncheon  was 
wonderful,  with  a great  menu,  and  the  earlier 
panel  discussion  featuring  several  of  the  IHP 
students  was  really  enjoyable.. and  helped  us 
"oldies"  understand  and  feel  more  connected 
to  the  "new"  program.  Being  among  all  of 
those  nurses,  (going  back,  I believe,  to  the 
class  of  1937)  made  me  feel  very  proud  to 
be  one  of  them.  Wish  more  of  you  had 
made  it.  Class  of  '68  girls,  because  getting 
together  and  talking  brought  back  so  many 
great  memories.  It  was  actually  hard  to  be- 
lieve so  much  time  has  really  passed!  And 
it  brought  home  how  really  special  those  3 
years  were  in  our  lives. 


1971 

Donna  Marwell  Hovey 

dhovevi  @maine. rr.com 

Vareen  O'Keefe  Domaleski  has  been 
appointed  by  the  MGHNAA  Board  of  Di- 
rectors to  represent  the  MGHNAA  on  the 
MGHIHP  Search  Committee  for  the  Di- 
rector of  Nursing  Graduate  Programs  to 
fill  the  vacancy  of  Margery  Chisholm, 

RN,  who  has  announced  her  retirement. 
Vareen  is  currently  the  Vice  President  for 
Patient  Services  and  Chief  Nursing  Offi- 
cer at  the  Brattleboro  Retreat.  This  is 
considered  one  of  the  "Ivy  League"  Psy- 
chiatric hospitals  in  the  US.  She  holds  a 
BSN,  MSN,  and  recently  completed  the 
George  Washington  University  Executive 
Leadership  Doctoral  Program.  Her  dis- 
sertation is  scheduled  for  March  2009. 
Vareen  is  also  a Johnson  and  Johnson 
Wharton  Nurse  Executive  Fellow  and  is 
the  incoming  President  of  the  MGHNAA. 
Thank  you,  Vareen,  for  representing  us 
so  well!!! 
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1973 

Elaine  Wilson  Whalen 

Elaine@Whalen.Name 

Last  Christmas,  Eileen  Lawrence  and 
Ronnie  Mallory  Stubbs  both  suggested  to 
me  that  we  try  to  get  together  for  gur  35th 
reunion  since  there  had  only  been  a smatter- 
ing of  attendance  over  the  years  and  I for 
one  (having  moved  multiple  times  around  the 
country),  had  never  attended  a reunion.  Ei- 
leen dutifully  obtained  as  many  emails  as 
possible  and  began  to  contact  everyone. 
Ronnie  worked  on  the  biography  form;  they 
printed,  copied  and  collated  all  the  forms  as 
they  came  in  to  give  everyone  in  attendance 
copies.  I planned  the  party  - something  I 
have  practiced  and  attempted  to  perfect  over 
the  years!  We  were  not  sure  until  a couple  of 
weeks  beforehand  that  we  could  actually  pull 
it  off.  We  didn't  get  as  many  people  as  we 
had  originally  hoped,  but  those  who  came 
thoroughly  enjoyed  our  time  together.  We 
had  a private  room  for  dinner  at  the  Radis- 
son.  The  menu  included  New  England  clam 
chowder  and  Boston  cream  pie  as  well  as  a 
choice  of  entrees.  We  started  with  wine  and 
cheese  and  wine  was  served  throughout  din- 
ner. There  were  black  and  white  baskets  of 
candy  and  folders  containing  the  biographies 
at  each  place.  In  the  background,  James 
Taylor  tunes  and  others  from  1973  were 
playing.  Greeting  everyone  at  the  bar  was  a 
life-sized  doll  dressed  in  our  student  uniform. 
We  all  brought  memorabilia  and  family  pic- 
tures to  spread  on  tables  for  all  to  view.  Our 
name  tags  were  reproductions  of  our  year- 
book pictures  which  were  extremely  helpful 
in  identifying  each  other  although  all  of  us 
had  aged  beautifully.  In  attendance  Friday 
night  were  Donna  O'Neal  Rando,  Mary  Pat 
Guilfoyle  Murphy,  Kathy  Keenan,  Denise 
Lavoie  Savage,  Susan  Dooley  Cooley, 
Mary  Lou  Clarkin  Simmons,  Christina 
Bland,  Joanne  Grant  Hall,  Charlene 
Sampson  Tibbetts,  Christine  Strachan 
Pontuso,  Ginger  Fournier  Azarchi,  Eileen 
Lawrence,  Susan  Berard  Dobens,  Nancy 
McKenzie  Karon,  Maryann  Pagnini  Manzi, 
Susan  Gallagher,  and  Elaine  Wilson 
Whalen  (me).  Sadly,  at  the  last  minute, 
Ronnie  Mallory  Stubbs  was  unable  to  attend 
because  of  her  mother's  failing  health.  She 


did  send  a check  and  insisted  it  go  towards 
the  party  and  more  wine  for  all!  Saturday 
afternoon's  luncheon,  also  at  the  Radisson, 
was  also  attended  by  Chris  Beaulieu  Rich, 
and  Colleen  Flanagan.  Sorry  Colleen,  I do 
not  have  your  married  name  - email  me  with 
your  biography  and  I'll  get  information  in  the 
next  newsletter.  The  highlight  of  the  Satur- 
day sessions  was  Susan  Berard  Dobens 
arriving  in  full  student  uniform  - and  having 
room  to  breathe!  She  was  like  Santa  Claus  - 
everyone  wanted  a picture  with  her!  Many  of 
us  donated  memorabilia,  books,  newsletters 
and  the  doll  in  uniform  to  the  archives.  All 
agreed  it  was  wonderful  to  get  together  and 
share  memories  and  how  our  lives  have  un- 
folded. The  caliber  of  accomplishments  of 
our  class  astounded  me  and  we  all  agreed 
we  owe  our  accomplishments  to  the  rigorous 
training  we  experienced  at  MGH. 

Martha  Taylor  Brennan  writes:  She  is 
living  in  Falmouth,  MA  and  has  been  married 
to  Dennis  since  1974.  They  have  a daugh- 
ter, Diana,  age  28  who  teaches  kindergarten 
in  Newton,  MA.  She  is  the  Nurse  Manager  at 
Falmouth  Hospital  Urgent  Care  Center  in 
Bourne,  MA. 


To  volunteer  to  be  a 

representative  of  your 
class 

please  contact  the  office 
Remember, 

Send 

In 

Your 

News! 
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Mary  Larkin  (left) 
and  Catherine 
O'Malley  at 
Homecoming 
2008. 


Mary  Donnelly 
Hunter  and 
Kathy  Zebora 
Miller,  class  of 
“66,  about  to 
enjoy  lobsters  at 
Durgin  Park  at 
their  40th  reun- 
ion in  2006. 
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3n  JWcmoriam 


1937  Jacqueline  Eccles  Miner  on  September  11,  2008 
Rita  Gibbons  Sheehy  in  2008 

Agnes  Lang  Reynolds  on  July  17,  2008 
Georgia  Shull  Vandersloot  on  February  14,  2008 

1938  Ruth  Hathaway  Leveille  on  March  29,  2008 
Esther  Pietrask  Burgess  on  February  22,  2008 
Leslie  Thorud  Yancy  in  2008 

1940  Mabel  Brackett  in  July  2008 

Mary  Strzemienski  Witienski  on  June  30,  2008 

1942  Norma  Nesmith  Holt  on  August  28,  2008 

1943  Mary  Buckley  on  May  14,  2008 

1944  Mary  Louise  Flynn  on  July  29,  2007 

1945  Edith  Dunnells  Eastman  on  September  26,  2008 
Phyllis  Rea  Billings  in  2008 

1946  Doris  Anderson  on  May  31,  2008 

1947  Polly  Jacques  on  May  23,  2008 

1948  Ruby  Olga  Phipps  on  December  24,  2008 

1949  Jackie  Auger  Brown  on  January  8,  2008 
Shirley  Gordon  Keller  on  September  12,  2008 

1950  Carol  Hazeltine  Stoddart  on  November  13,  2008 

1951  Mary  Carlson  Campion  on  July  13,  2008 

1952  Elizabeth  Ann  White  Lewis  on  September  18,  2008 
Betty  Buckley  Federman  on  August  14,  2008 

1953  Carol  Folger  Graves  in  2007 

1955  Anna  Baptista  Melloni  in  September,  2008 
Sylvia  Howard  Wilson  in  August,  2008 
1958  Elizabeth  O’Leary  on  October  4,  2008 
1960  Gail  Greenwood  Leeper  in  June,  2008 
Gail  Jordan  Russwurm  on  12/12/08 
Gayle  King  Lee  on  July  11,  2008 
1963  Eugenia  Riordan  Cooke  on  September  6,  2008 
1968  Julie  Mitchell  Eldred  on  May  18,  2008 
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Massachusetts  General  Hospital  Nurses  Alumnae  Association,  Inc. 
Application  for  the  Felicia  Kulig  Fullerton  or  Sally  Johnson  Scholarship 

General  Requirements: 

Active  member  of  the  Alumnae  Association  (paid  up  dues  for  2 years  prior  to  applying  and  for 
the  duration  of  the  scholarship). 

Application  must  be  received  preferably  by  May  1®*  or  prior  to  the  course  of  study. 

Scholarship  to  be  returned  if  another  full  tuition  grant  is  awarded. 

Preference  will  be  given  if  the  degree  pursued  is  in  Nursing. 

A copy  of  the  course  registration  must  be  submitted  before  the  check  will  be  released. 

At  the  end  of  the  semester,  passing  grades  must  be  submitted  showing  the  completion  of 
course. 

Name  of  Applicant 

(last)  (first)  (middle/maiden) 

Present  Address 


Telephone  Number/Email  Address 

Permanent  Address  (if  different  from  above) 

Date  of  Graduation  from  MGH  or  IHP State  currently  registered  in 

How  long  have  you  been  an  active  member  in  the  Alumnae? 

Have  you  applied  for  or  received  any  other  scholarship  assistance? 

If  so,  please  give  sources,  amounts  and  date  received 

Which  college/university  do  you  plan  to  attend? 

Tuition  needed  for  course  or  semester credits 

Attending  full  or  part  time? total  credits  earned  to  date 

Any  portion  of  the  course  cost  reimbursed  by  your  employer? 

When  do  you  anticipate  receiving  your  degree? 

What  degree  are  you  working  towards  in  Nursing? other  field? 

What  are  your  future  plans  in  Nursing? 

Education  other  than  MGH/IHP 

College/University  Address  Dates  Attended  Credits/Degrees 


Professional  Experience  since  Graduation  from  MGH/IHP:  Include  position,  full  or  part  time, 
agency  and  dates.  Attach  a separate  sheet  if  needed. 


I have  read  the  statements  in  this  application  and  declare  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  they 
are  correct. 

Signature Date 

Public  Law  9338  makes  it  necessary  to  have  a signature  in  order  to  look  at  your  school  records. 
Signing  of  this  application  gives  the  committee  chairperson  permission  to  look  at  your  MGH  or  IHP 
school  records,  if  necessary.  Rev/2002 
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Annabella  McCrae  Loan  Fund  Application 

The  loan  fund  is  available  to  active  members  of  the  Alumnae  Association  to  aid  in  further  education 
in  the  field  of  nursing.  A sum  not  exceed  $8,000.  may  be  borrowed  per  lifetime.  Repayments  are 
made  on  a monthly  installment  plan,  due  on  the  10th  of  each  month,  commencing  three  months  after 
completion  of  the  program.  Full  details  of  the  loan  are  available  in  the  Alumnae  Office. 

Name  of  Applicant: 


Present  Address: 

(last) 

(first) 

(middle/maiden) 

Telephone  Number/Email  Address: 

Permanent  Address  (if  different  from  above): 

Date  of  graduation  from  MGH  or  MGH  Institute: State  currently  registered: 

How  long  have  you  been  an  active  member  in  the  Alumnae  Association? 

Have  you  applied  for  or  received  any  other  scholarship  assistance? 

If  so,  please  give  sources,  amounts  and  date  received: 

Which  College/university  do  you  plan  to  attend? 

Tuition  needed  for  course  or  semester: Credits: 

Attending  full  or  part-time? Total  credits  earned  to  date: 

When  do  you  anticipate  receiving  your  degree? 

What  degree  are  you  working  towards  in  nursing? Other  field? 

What  are  your  future  plans  in  nursing? 

Education  other  than  MGH/IHP 

College/University  Address  Dates  Attended  Credits/Degrees 


Professional  Experience  since  Graduation  from  MGH/IHP:  Include  position,  full  or  part  time, 
agency  and  dates.  Attach  a separate  sheet  if  needed. 


I have  read  the  statements  in  this  application  and  declare  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  they  are 
correct. 

Signature Date 

Public  Law  9338  makes  it  necessary  to  have  a signature  in  order  to  look  at  your  school  records. 
Signing  of  this  application  gives  the  committee  chairperson  permission  to  look  at  your  MGH  or  IHP 
school  records,  if  necessary.  Rev/2002 
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Homecoming  2009 

September  25th  and  26th,  2009 


Advance  Notice  and  Pre  Registration 


Continuing  Education  Program 
Friday,  September  25th,  2009 , 8:30  am  to  4 pm 

Place:  Simches  Auditorium  at  1 85  Cambridge  Street.  Simches  is  just  past  the  Holiday  Inn  up 
Cambridge  Street  from  Blossom  Street.  Please  note:  This  is  a secure  building  and  pre- 
registration is  required  by  September  10,  2009,  as  MGH  Security  will  be  issuing  visitors 
badges  **  No  one  not  on  the  list  will  be  admitted  **  MGH  employees  will  be  admitted  on 
their  MGH  badges. 

This  year’s  program  will  focus  on  aspects  of  mental  health  care.  Featured  speakers  will  be: 

Vareen  O'Keefe  Domaleski  (’71),  speaking  on  the  national  issues  related  to  restraint 
and  seclusion  reduction. 

Jennifer  Repper-Delisi  (’86),  CNS  at  MGH's  psych  unit,  speaking  about  the  current 
state  of  mental  health  nursing  in  the  general  hospital  setting,  including  role,  patient/clinical  sce- 
narios, and  collaborative  practice  issues. 

Catherine  Collins  (’71),  health  educator  from  Wellesley  College,  speaking  on  the  ef- 
fects of  cultural,  social  & familial  influences  upon  self-esteem,  body  image  and  body  satisfac- 
tion among  women  of  all  ages. 

Peggy  Gilmour  (’62),  NH  state  senator,  speaking  on  the  role  of  legislation  in  mental 
health  care. 

Margery  Chisholm,  RN,  PhD,  (IHP)  speaking  about  the  history  of  mental  health  care 
in  the  US. 

A patient’s  experience. 


Homecoming  Day 
Saturday,  September  26,  2009 
Radisson  Hotel  Boston  200  Stuart  St 


9 AM 

10—10:30  AM 
10:30—12  Noon 
12—1  PM 
1—3  PM 


Registration 

Annual  Business  Meeting 

Panel  Discussion  with  MGHIHP  Nursing  Students 
Reception  and  Class  Pictures  for  Reunion  Years 
Luncheon 
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Registration  Form 

**Thirty  rooms  have  been  reserved  at  the  Radisson  Hotel,  Boston,  at  a special  rate 
of  $229.  plus  tax  per  room,  single  or  double  occupancy.  You  must  reserve  by  Sep- 
tember S**".  When  booking,  request  the  MGHNAA  group  rate. 

Both  Friday  and  Saturday  Programs 

September  25th  & 26th 

NAA  Members  $90.00  Non-Members  $100.00 

Friday  Program  Only 

NAA  Members  $30.00  Non-Members  $40.00 

Saturday  Program  and  Luncheon  Only 

$60.00  per  person 

**DISCOUNT**  Register  by  July  1st  & deduct  $10.00  for  Friday,  $10.00 
for  Saturday,  or  $20.00  for  both  days. 

Dues  for  2009  $30.00 

My  tax  deductible  Fund  Drive  Donation  of  $ 

Please  Print; 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 

PHONE:  EMAIL: 

Make  checks  payable  to  MGHNAA  and  mail  to:  MGHNAA 

P O Box  274 
Boston  MA  02114 

Pre  Registration  price  if  received  by  July  1 , 2009.  Prices  will  be  higher  after  that  date. 
Cancellation  and  full  refund  if  received  by  September  1 1 , 2009. 


Advance  notice  for  2010  Homecoming: 

CE  Day:  Friday,  September  24,  2010,  O’Keefe  Auditorium,  MGH  main  campus 
Homecoming  day:  Saturday,  September  25,  2010,  at  the  Radisson  Hotel,  Boston,  MA 
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